BANGLADESH INSTITUTE OF INTERNATIONAL AND STRATEGIC STUDIES (BIISS)
1/46, Old Elephant Road, Ramna, Dhaka- 1000, Bangladesh

eI LB LR

AYNAFIT TUNF TFALE AN (AT IRATTR-GIAN T=NFF ofaTre Ay
AR WRAAGH-9 96  (NABRE (39T WIDO

BIFT, 55 VPR 202 IATH-GIANN ZoAFE ST E (GaWd I TSR
FHTAD 933 Aoy, RET, AYPE VST 8 TFTN AZINOT ST=2ARR
IBITAS GNY ffFe FAX AGH AN 2APHOO0 W ORIV SIS
SEIOIGP  SOIMoG;  (RAENRIHAL) CTNRIE, 5o W(REL 02\, “Frontiers of

Bangladesh-Japan Relations: Prime Minister’s Visit to Japan in Perspective” QIRES ﬂasfﬁ

(NTERA (TP TGN I STVAGroa I TP (NHAEI=A
VFNACII 7P OAE TSI (GRIas (WF.) T. a0 ATA8S (RTAN
AN WY RO TAE® et |

FNO IS [ARNRIAIA-I NN IEETF (NGd (GAIds o ¥ ¥ faresgg
AN, JGFSH, awofgof, Fasfy, f&, g st e s
T (RARIRE AT $FY Qe @ . WTHG IAF, N[N ARE,
BB EX KA “Bangladesh-Japan Relations: Expanding Trade, Investment and Development
Frontiers” ¥ T A]H BHFAN BEAA|

NN AT AR FEAN G [ARacss o[ R I .
AN 2F [ 932w o Giff, wmes, i [ersy, oy
YR | ST BNfes WL afoF TrFor AT 8 AfsIgder, [
PR R LA RS SN SN ARG FAT 2|

(NG (ISP A0 AL WSS [T BT 2020 SR & (FFAM (GIFST®
TS GIAN-ALACT WAAOF FWeAMIRY BST (2FN4) TN A6y SRIKiea T,
RN S=Efer @3z TolRed WLAASF  JRFIT T2Ged  FAF AR
R AZIFINA (O] (APMCHF AT IRACHR IBNCO IHA W=, B AN
& YS-ART Ao G~ [N I I TIPS ARMINS oo B G




fRTFTITE, TRIMANS 8 WHFOL-TNFe ACIFFOIRTE  (NHRAT QWY

IO~ FEN|

(NG (ORI oFF) Rel A SISy, TN oD 73 BN
WA G IIBATINCIIOT 951G STATTH O FAT| WG HR (RO NS
FIFT AMSINF TNAW, WAIPTFN GATN 32 (BFA2 T~y FOd NN ASZ
AT WAV WREe [(oawy, [EEme-ofe a3 ayfe-ofes
TNE FANSRO FAF QP 8T (G (MST 2|

FARBPAAN AFCH-GIAN SRAMREY FeHRN FACO I3 GHb- T POAOD
TNFONF JAHUE TAAAGF 8 CHINIAF TP FNSIHT GATT NI FACS
G2 (NACGRA (IIF NS NIF, MITH, Frwfim 3z AT AfSI~a aAfsfRfgan

aFfae AREA|

BANGLADESH INSTITUTE OF INTERNATIONAL AND STRATEGIC STUDIES (BIISS)
1/46, 0ld Elephant Road, Ramna, Dhaka- 1000, Bangladesh

Press Release

BIISS Organises Roundtable on the Future of Bangladesh—-Japan Relations Ahead of Prime
Minister’s Visit to Japan

Dhaka, 19 October 2026: The Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS)
organised a roundtable titled “Frontiers of Bangladesh—Japan Relations: Prime Minister’s Visit to
Japan in Perspective” on Monday, 19 October 2026, to examine the prospects for strengthening
bilateral relations and identify practical avenues for expanding trade, investment, technology transfer
and development cooperation. Brigadier General (Retd) Dr M Sakhawat Hossain, Former Adviser
to the Ministry of Shipping, Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh, attended as the
Chief Guest.

In his welcome address, Major General A S M Ridwanur Rahman, awe, afwe, psc, G, Director
General of BIISS, highlighted the importance of continued dialogue on Bangladesh’s relations with
Japan. Dr Mahfuz Kabir, Research Director, BIISS, delivered the keynote presentation on
“Bangladesh—Japan Relations: Expanding Trade, Investment and Development Frontiers.”



The panel discussion featured Dr Sayema Haque Bidisha, Professor, Department of Economics,
University of Dhaka, and Dr Ishtiaque Selim, Professor, Department of Economics, Jagannath
University. The discussion focused on opportunities and challenges in bilateral economic
engagement, investment promotion and the future trajectory of the partnership.

A central focus of the roundtable was the potential of the Japan—Bangladesh Economic Partnership
Agreement (EPA), signed in Tokyo on 6 February 2026, to facilitate trade liberalisation, investment
cooperation and deeper economic integration. Participants considered the importance of diversifying
Bangladesh’s exports beyond ready-made garments, attracting greater Japanese investment into
productive and technology-intensive sectors, and addressing regulatory, infrastructural and skills-
related constraints affecting the business environment.

The roundtable sought to generate actionable policy recommendations for relevant government
agencies, businesses and development partners. The discussions underscored the importance of
transforming the longstanding Bangladesh—Japan partnership into a more diversified, investment-
driven and technology-oriented relationship, supported by effective institutional coordination, human
capital development and sustained engagement between the two countries.

The roundtable brought together policymakers, researchers, academics and representatives of relevant
institutions to assess the evolving Bangladesh—Japan partnership and explore ways to translate high-
level diplomatic engagement into concrete economic and developmental outcomes.



