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Preface 

The Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic 
Studies (BlISS) was founded this month twenty five years ago 
- on 25 June 1978. to be precise. The thrust of BliSS 
activities has been on research and publication on subjects 
and issues of strategic relevance to Bangladesh. including 
national security. foreign policy. regional cooperation in South 
Asia. etc. There have been a good number of publications 
since 1980. including books. monographs and journal. As we 
are celebrating the Silver JubUee of the founding of the 
Institute. it is only In the fitness of things that an anthological 
volume of BlISS publications is brought out with a view to 
commemorating the momentous occasion. As such. this book 
Is a compilation of some select articles published In BIISS 
Jownal, which has the distinction of having been published 
regularly since 1980. 

Out of a total of nearly five hundred articles published In 
various issues of BIISS Journal. only thirteen have been 
selected for publication in this anthology. This extremely 
difficult chOice collection has been made on the basis of the 
importance of the themes like national security of 
Bangladesh. security and regional cooperation In South Asia. 
regional and International strategic environment In the post­
Cold War era. and Indo-Bangladesh relations. It is regretted 
that. due to space constraint. many other excellent articles 
could not be accommodated In this anthology. 

We take this opporiunity to express our most sincere 
thanks to the Chairman. Board of Governors of BlISS. 
Ambassador Mufleh R Osmany. for his constant Insptration 
and guidance In respect of the programmes for observing the 
BlISS Silver Jubilee In a most befitting manner. The anthology 
Is one of his ideas to commemorate the establishment of this 
premier national institution. We convey our thanks to all the 
colleagues at BlISS for thetr help. We extend our profound 
thanks and especial appreciation to Mrs. Saleha Sultana. 
Deputy Dtrector (Library and Documentation). Mr. M. Abdul 
Muklt. Assistant Dtrector (Documentation), and Mr. M. 
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Hablbullah (Publication Officer) for their inunense assistance 
and cooperation. We also thank the Managing Director of the 
Academic Press and Publishers Limited. Mrs. Shahlna 
Rahman. for having taken the trouble of publishing this 
volume within a very short period of time. 

Major General Md. Abdul Mubeen. ndc. psc 
Mohammad Humayun Kablr 

BlISS. Dhaka 
June 2003 
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