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The present volume examines the case
for broadening the scope of security by
breaking the rigidity brought about by
traditional forms of dominant state-
centric and military based security
concepts and their determining
matrices.

The main thrust of this study is on
three very critical areas, viz.,

(i) environmental security, (ii) food
security and (iii) energy security. It
deals with how gains from effective
management of human security
parameters get translated into
enhanced security both at the macro
and micro levels.

In doing so, the study endeavours to
unfurl a new framework of concerns,
complexities and constituents of human
and national security linkages. This
enhances the possibility of arriving at a
collective and comprehensive notion of
security on a national and sub-national
basis, away from state-centric and
threat perception-dominated
determinants of security.

This book should help experts and
scholars of security issues understand
new dimensions of national security
and should this happen the book will
have made a major contribution in the
study of security issues.
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South Asia Human Security Series

South Asia Human Security Series is the product of a three-year
regional collaborative research project titled, Human Security in South
Asia: Discourse, Practice and Policy Proposition conducted by BIISS
under the aegis of the Ford Foundation, New Delhi, 2003-06. The aim
of the project has been to provide an understanding of the prevailing
discourses and practices on human security in South Asia as well as to
generate inputs for policy making at regional and national levels. Five
individual country papers on Bangladesh, India, Nepal, Pakistan and
Sri Lanka and five thematic areas: (a) Constructing a Human Security
Index for South Asia; (b) Violence, Terrorism and Human Security;
(¢c) Ethnicity and Human Security; (d) Gender and Human Security;
(e) Marginalisation and Human Security — were covered. The outcome
is the present series.

The Bangladesh Institute of International
and Strategic Studies (BIISS)

The Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic
Studies (BIISS) is an autonomous research organisation under the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Government of Bangladesh. The Institute
was founded in 1978 to undertake research and promote deliberation
on foreign policy, security and development. The Institute publishes
regularly a quarterly Journal, BIISS Journal, organises seminars/
conferences and undertakes research projects. More about the Institute
at: www.biiss.org
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Preface

This volume is part of a larger “BIISS-Ford Foundation Collaborative
Research Project” on Human Security in South Asia: Discourse,
Practice and Policy Proposition. This volume starts with a fundamental
question as to what makes people feel insecure. Ingrained in this
question are the complexities of sources of insecurity among human
population in various situations and locations. This question also
confronts orthodox account of security on its inadequacy in
understanding and assessing actual nature and scale of threats to
human security. Precisely on this ground, central premises of orthodox
account and constituents of security have been constantly challenged
and alternative discourses and conceptual underpinnings are gradually
emerging. Orthodox security analysis neglects wider meaning of
security as it assumes international system to be fundamentally
anarchic and considers international politics and domestic system
mutually exclusive. Under these premises, threats are targeted directly
to sovereignty of the state as represented in territorial integrity,
thereby making state as a primary referent object. Here, the state-
society relationship is separated from the international relations.
Domestic realm becomes exclusive.

Another way to look at it is to ask a question as to what makes
people feel secure. The intrinsic feeling of security both at the
individual and community levels emanate from meeting of things that
people cherish most including food for the family, shelter, good health,
protection from violence both inflicted by men and nature, non-
oppressive states and freedom from pervasive threats to people’s rights
and safety of lives. This feeling of security in a way determines the
state of human and national security. The core element in this
framework of human security leading to national security is that the
human beings are considered as the primary referents.

How Relevant are these Emerging Concepts to India?

India has been a theatre of major security concerns. However, much
importance has been consciously placed on the traditional military
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based security issues despite the fact that the concerns and
vulnerabilities are both at federal and local levels and the security
threats increasingly and overwhelmingly relate to non-traditional
paradigms. In fact, at the heart of ‘national’ security concerns is the
deplorably poor state of human security directly related non-military
threats like livelihood, human rights violations, conflicts and natural
disasters and even the market led disparities. However, in India also
the state has been a referent object of security and threats are only
variants of orthodox-external dimensions. There is a huge distance
between internal security (largely impinging upon human security) and
national security (mostly triggered by external forces). Why this fine
distinction between a communal riot-led or Maoist violence-led
“internal security” threat and Kargil intrusion-led “national security
threat” The former is a non-traditional and the latter a traditional
security threat. Both have strong human security components. What
stops us from recognizing the former also as a national security threat?
What is the distance between ‘internal’ and ‘national’ here? Where is
the meeting point? In the answer to this question lies a solution to
these complex issues of the orthodox (military) versus non-orthodox
(human) paradoxes of security.

There are serious constraints in India in changing contours of
security and bringing in human security discourse upfront juxtaposing
with the orthodox account. There have been attempts by scholars and
institutions across the country to do this. However, conceptual
acceptance and empirical applicability is yet to make any dent. There
is strong state led institutional resistance. Task ahead 1is both
challenging and novel. This is despite the fact that security has
assumed wider connotations going beyond borders. Seventeen
provincial states of India (out of 28) have international land borders
and their interactions across the border are fast becoming critical and
complex far beyond the orthodox military perspectives. In some sense,
security dimensions are becoming more local than national.

Given the above contexts, basic objective of this study is to examine
the possibility of broadening the scope of security dynamics by breaking
the rigidity injected by the traditional forms of dominant state-centric
security concepts and its determining matrices. This is being done
mainly by drawing knowledge, experiences and practices of various
human security related issues, actions, formal and informal
institutions and social and spatial consideration. The effort here is to
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relate security to the more positive aspects of human and other wider
dimensions of security in India.

It is in fact happening in a subtle but substantive way. Human
development approach to development has been discussed widely. A
number of research projects on human security related issues are being
conducted across the country. A parallel discourse among the hard-core
military strategists and strategic writers on the sweepingly changing
yet integrated nature of external and internal security threats has been
going on. The core issues are now emerging to be food, environmental
and energy security which have very strong human and national
security contents. This volume endeavours to bring in theoretical,
conceptual and some empirical underpinnings upfront both at macro
and micro levels and to examine how they fit into the Indian context.
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