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It is our duty to defend the motherland: Army Chief tells seminar
UNB NEWS

Chief of Army Staff General S M Shafiuddin Ahmed on Thursday said Bangladesh Army is
doing everything in contributing to achieving Bangladesh’s foreign policy and helping the
country become a Sonar Bangla as dreamt by Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman.

“It is our duty to defend our motherland, to maintain sovereignty of the country and we remain

prepared for that. We are doing everything,” he said.



The army chief made the remarks while speaking at a seminar titled “Defence Diplomacy:
Strategy for Bangladesh” hosted by the Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic
Studies (BIISS) at its auditorium.

Mentioning Bangabandhu’s foreign policy dictum “Friendship to all, malice towards none” he

said they are doing everything to implement this foreign policy

“Diplomacy is nothing but an effort to achieve national interest in any form,” said the army

chief, putting emphasis on sustained economic growth with maintaining national security.

He mentioned how the army, in aid to civil power, is doing a lot of nation building activities,

disaster management efforts at home and abroad and doing some internal security duties.

The army chief said wherever there is an opportunity, whether it is told and untold, they take the

opportunity and do everything for the benefits of Bangladesh.

Talking about military diplomacy, he said they need to enhance the capability by putting in more

resources and budget. “We know how to do it but we should have that capability to do it.”

Regarding the Myanmar issue, the army chief said some of the military leaders in Myanmar are

facing international sanctions and there is a risk of putting themselves in trouble.

“To make one friend happy, we cannot antagonize another. There are dynamics that we have to
look into. Practical connotation has also been taken into consideration. We are doing our best

and we are on the right track,” he said.

General Shafiuddin said they have indigenously produced some remotely operated vehicles
which are good innovations for Bangladesh Army. “Thus, we are saving a lot of foreign currency

as earlier we needed to import these equipment.”



He said military persons not only learn how to fight a war but also know how to prevent or avoid
any war to achieve the national interest. “We are on the right track and we will not be failing in

discharging our duties.”

At the same time, General Shafiuddin said they never forget the main role of military forces

which is to protect the sovereignty of the country and they should be ready in doing that.

He said intention can change overnight but capability does not change overnight. “You are my
friend today but what happens if you are not my friend tomorrow? We should be capable of
defending our national interest, our motherland but the main foreign policy dictum says every

tone for us.”

BIISS Chairman Ambassador AFM Gousal Azam Sarker and its Director General Major General

Md Abu Bakar Siddique Khan, among others, spoke.

Chief of General Staff, Bangladesh Army Lieutenant General Waker-Uz-Zaman was also present

in the seminar.

Dr ASM Ali Ashraf, Professor, Department of International Relations, University of Dhaka,
spoke on “Evolving Notion of Defence Diplomacy and its Role in Achieving Foreign Policy
Goals”; ASM Tarek Hassan Semul, Research Fellow, BIISS, talked about “Growing Geopolitical
Competition: Challenges and Opportunities of Defence Diplomacy for Bangladesh’; Major
General (Retd) Main Ullah Chowdhury, former Deputy Force Commander, United Nations
Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS) and A/FC, United Nations Mission for the Referendum in
Western Sahara (MINURSO), discussed on “Defence Diplomacy in United Nations and Other
Overseas Missions: Horizon to Explore” and Air Vice Marshall (Retd) Mahmud Hussain,
Distinguished Expert, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman Aviation and Aerospace University
(BSMRAAU), and former Ambassador, Brunei, made a presentation on “Existing Practices of

Defence Diplomacy and Future Directions: The Case of Bangladesh”.

There was an open discussion session followed the presentations.



The speakers and discussants, during the open discussion session, noted that defence diplomacy
has emerged as an effective diplomatic instrument and mechanism for crisis prevention to further

a country’s diplomatic ties vis-a-vis promoting its foreign and security policy objectives.

From Bangladesh’s perspective, defence diplomacy is regarded as an important mechanism for
using armed forces in a non-coercive manner that helps to attain the country’s national interests

and foreign policy goals, they said.

They also said that participation in the United Nations (UN) Peacekeeping missions - a form of
defence diplomacy- is an avenue for Bangladesh to demonstrate its commitment towards global

peace and stability as well as enhance its importance and influence worldwide.

The speakers mentioned that the concept and appeal of defence diplomacy are evolving in the

diplomatic arena of Bangladesh.

Senior officials from different ministries, high officials from embassies and high commissions,
former diplomats, senior civil and military officials, media, academia, researchers, faculties and
students from various universities, and representatives from international organisations
participated in the seminar and enriched it by presenting their valuable questions, opinions,

comments, suggestions, and observations during the open discussion session.
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BIISS seminar

Can't please one friend at the cost of antagonizing another: Army Chief
Diplomatic Correspondent

Chief of Army Staff SM Shafiuddin Ahmed has stressed that one friendly state cannot be pleased
at the cost of antagonizing another state.

The army chief was addressing a seminar on defence diplomacy organised Thursday afternoon
by the Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS).

Dwelling on the suggestion whether there is a scope to engage with Myanmar, Genaral
Shafiuddin Ahmed said, "Yes, we have engagement with military leaders and we do everything
to do. Some of the Myanmar military leaders have international sanctions. So there is a risk of
putting ourselves into trouble when you do that. Because all of us our friends. So to make one
friend happy we cannot antagonize another.”

"So we have to look into the dynamics at the same time practical connotation has to take into
consideration. I like to ascertain that we are on the right track,"” the army chief added.

The army chief said it cannot be denied that all agencies of the government are working in the
interests of the country. The best task is to search for opportunities and to work in favourable
environment. It is not possible to achieve success alone. The big challenge is how to cooperate
with everyone."



There may be misconception among many about defence diplomacy, but out diplomats
understand the need for this very well."

Chief of General Staff (CGS) Lt. Gen. Waker-Uz-Zaman

SM Shafiuddin Ahmed said, "Military strategy is required for the country's interests and strategy
and it is on this basis that we determine our position with various countries. There is no way to
achieve this in an isolated manner. That is why we sometimes think of who will lend leadership,
who will hold control. This can create problems."

Placing importance on having an agency to coordinate government work, the army chief said,
"There are many things that we started but could not complete because it later was not in our
hands. Whenever | found potential in the business sector, it later went to the commerce ministry.
And so | support the proposal that has been made here and feel that an agency is required to
ensure that integrated initiatives are taken so we do not lose what we achieve and to determine
future initiatives."

Stressing the need to increase capacity, the army chief said that circumstances may change at any
time, but capacity doesn't change suddenly. Today's friend may not be a friend tomorrow. We
must be prepared to protect national interests and the motherland. The foreign policy's main
mantra is ‘friendship towards all and malice towards none'.

The army is doing everything to achieve the objective of the foreign policy. He said, "The main
task of the armed forces is to protect the sovereignty of the country and we never forget this. We
are always prepared.”

Chief of General Staff (CGS) Lt. Gen. Waker-Uz-Zaman, speaking at the seminar, said, "There
may be misconception among many about defence diplomacy, but out diplomats understand the
need for this very well."

BIISS chairman FM Gausul Azam said, defence diplomacy functions on the larger dimension of
foreign policy.

The Business Standard, 18 April 2024

Bangladesh boosts defence diplomacy with military equipment aid to Africa, Maldives
Bangladesh's armed forces are expanding their role in international relations by supplying locally
produced military equipment to several African countries and the Maldives.

This development was highlighted by the Chief of Army Staff, General SM Shafiuddin Ahmed,
at a seminar, titled "Defense Diplomacy: Strategy for Bangladesh"”, organised by the Bangladesh
Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS) on Thursday (18 April).



The seminar, held at the BIISS auditorium in the capital's Eskaton, saw General Shafiuddin
announce the imminent shipment of thousands of military uniforms to the Central African
Republic.

Additionally, Bangladesh plans to provide innovative, small, remote-controlled vehicles to the
Gambian military, with similar equipment potentially destined for Congo and other African
nations. The army chief also mentioned ongoing military vehicle assistance to the Maldives.

Addressing the complex situation in Myanmar, General Shafiuddin acknowledged past
engagement with the Myanmar army. However, he noted that Western sanctions and other
developments have made communication more challenging. Despite this, Bangladesh remains
committed to a peaceful resolution of problems and continues its efforts to maintain friendly
relations.

General Shafiuddin emphasised the importance of building Bangladesh's military capabilities for
national security. "Intentions can change overnight, but capabilities cannot,” he said.

The seminar, chaired by BIISS Chairman Ambassador AFM Gousal Azam Sarker, featured
presentations from various experts.

Prof SM Ali Ashraf of Dhaka University discussed the evolving nature of defence diplomacy and
its role in foreign policy. BIISS research fellow ASM Tarek Hasan Semul explored the
challenges and opportunities presented by growing geopolitical competition for Bangladesh's
defence diplomacy efforts.

Retired military officials Major General Main Ullah Choudhury and Air Vice Marshal Mahmud
Hussain also delivered talks on the role of defence diplomacy in the United Nations and future
directions for Bangladesh, respectively.

Chief of General Staff Lieutenant General Waker-Uz-Zaman was also present at the seminar.

Dhaka Tribune, 18 April 2024

Army Chief: Bangladesh military's global contribution transcends peacekeeping
'UN peacekeeping missions can show Bangladesh's commitment towards global peace’
https://www.dhakatribune.com/344305

Chief of Army Staff General SM Shafiuddin Ahmed has said that the Bangladesh military is
contributing not only through peacekeeping missions but also in various other capacities
worldwide following the country’s foreign policy.


javascript:

He also highlighted that military personnel are trained not just for combat but also for conflict
prevention and resolution to safeguard national interests.

General Shafiuddin Ahmed made these remarks during his address at a seminar titled "Defence
Diplomacy: Strategy for Bangladesh” on Thursday.

The seminar, organized by the Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies
(BIISS), featured General Shafiuddin Ahmed as the chief guest.

Ambassador AFM Gousal Azam Sarkar, chairman of BIISS, presided over the seminar. Major
General Md Abu Bakar Siddique Khan, director general of BIISS, delivered the opening
remarks. Lieutenant General Waker-Uz-Zaman, chief of general staff, Bangladesh Army was
also present at the seminar.

Senior officials from different ministries, high officials from embassies and high commissions,
former diplomats, senior civil and military officials, media, academia, researchers, faculties and
students from various universities, and representatives from international organizations
participated in the seminar.

Professor of International Relations at Dhaka University ASM Ali Ashraf elaborated on the
evolving concept of defense diplomacy and its role in advancing foreign policy objectives.

BIISS Research Fellow ASM Tarek Hassan Semul addressed the growing geopolitical
competition, focusing on the challenges and opportunities of defense diplomacy for Bangladesh.

Retired Major General Main Ullah Chowdhury shared insights on defense diplomacy within the
United Nations and other international missions, emphasizing avenues for exploration.

Retired Air Vice Marshal Mahmud Hussain discussed current practices of defense diplomacy
and future trajectories, with a specific focus on Bangladesh.

The speakers said from Bangladesh’s perspective, defense diplomacy is regarded as an important
mechanism for using armed forces in a non-coercive manner that helps to attain the country’s
national interests and foreign policy goals.

They also said that participation in the United Nations Peacekeeping missions—a form of
defense diplomacy—is an avenue for Bangladesh to demonstrate its commitment towards global
peace and stability as well as enhance its importance and influence worldwide.

Five tasks

The army chief said: “Diplomacy is nothing but an effort by any member of a country with a
foreign country to achieve national interest by any form you can define in so many ways.”

For Bangladesh, he said, the sustained economic development by maintaining national security
will be prime national interest. “So, whatever we do to achieve them, I think it is all falling in the
same line.”

He highlighted the five tasks the Bangladesh military performs.



“First, it is our duty to defend our motherland, maintain sovereignty of the country, and we
remain prepared for that. Second, innate to civil power, we do a lot of nation building activities.
Third, we do disaster management. And this disaster management sometimes goes beyond our
national boundary. He said Bangladesh military contributed to disaster management areas in
China, India, Sri Lanka, Maldives, Philippines, Kuwait and Turkey, among others.

“Fourth, in aid to civil power, the army also does some internal security duties. He cited
Chittagong Hill tracts as an example. The fifth thing that we do is our overseas employment,” he
said.

“And it's not limited to only through the UN peacekeeping operation. It goes beyond that,” he
said, citing the example of Kuwait where more than 5,500 people are employed. All of them are
not military.

“We have employed a good number of civilians over there, though it is known to be an army
unit,” the army chief said, terming it a contribution of Bangladesh army to national interest.

“So while we have military engagement, keeping in mind to achieve our national interest, any
action to me is military diplomacy.”

He said when he interviews contingent commanders for UN peacekeeping missions or while
talking to them, “we advise at any level that, remember while you are doing this mission, you are
also an ambassador of Bangladesh. So do not do anything which defames Bangladesh. Do
everything that brings name and fame for Bangladesh that's meaningful, the soft power and that
helps for subsequent engagement of Bangladesh to that country for the benefit of Bangladesh. So
these are inbuilt. This has not started now, it is always there.”

He said the defense policy has given “a clear guideline of our engagement in achieving this
national interest that you might call defense diplomacy or military diplomacy.”

He also emphasized better coordination among different departments of the government.

“There is no denying the fact that all the organs of the government are working in achieving
national interest. It is only better to find opportunities or the most conducive environment to
work together. It is impossible to succeed alone and how to collaborate, that is the challenge.”

Contribution beyond peacekeeping

The Army chief said the chief of general staff will very soon go to Central Africa to hand over a
few thousand pairs of military uniforms to them.

“And also, we are giving some other gears to some of the countries,” he said.

“We have indigenously produced some remotely operated vehicles, which is a good innovation
for the Bangladesh Army. And thus, we are saving a lot of foreign currency which earlier we
needed to import. And we are going to hand over some of the equipment to the Peruvian army
also very soon,” he said.



“So, this will also help us in growing our relation, especially in the context of UN peacekeeping,
because this initiative came in while we had been discussing one of the platforms where the
member states can help each other in capacity building. And Bangladesh said that we will be
doing this for the Peruvian army.

“So, it's giving one insight to many that Bangladesh is capable of contributing not only in the
form of peacekeeper troops, but also in the other form. We also did the same with Gambia,” he
said.

“We have agreed to give some of the equipment and things to the Gambian army and thereby we
will have in future joint forces operating the Gambian and Bangladesh army together in UN
peacekeeping operations.”

“We have also handed over military vehicles to Maldives armies. We are doing this very
regularly, so we are on the right track.”

He, however, said as military personnel, they do not only learn how to fight a war, but also how
to prevent or avoid a war to achieve our national interest.

The National Defense College is never aimed at teaching you the art of warfare, rather how to
avoid war or how to enhance their diplomatic capabilities, he said.

“But at the same time, we never forget that the main role of the military forces is to protect the
sovereignty of the country. That is our primary goal. And we should be ready to do that.

“Intention can change overnight, but capabilities do not change overnight. You are my friend
today. What happens if you are not my friend tomorrow? So we should be capable of defending
our national interest, our motherland, and be capable of,” he said.

“But the main foreign policy dictum, set by Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman - friendship to all, malice towards none - has set every tone for us.

“And I would like to give you a word that as chief of Bangladesh Army, Bangladesh army is
doing everything in contributing, in achieving that foreign policy,” he asserted.

“And wherever there is an opportunity, whether it is told or untold, we grab and do everything so
that it only fetches benefits for Bangladesh and Bangladesh becomes Sonar Bangladesh as
dreamt by our father of the nation.”

Engagement with Myanmar military

There was a suggestion about Myanmar that whether Bangladesh has a scope to engage more
with Myanmar military leaders to narrow down the gap.

The army chief, however, said some of the Myanmar military leaders face international
sanctions.

“So there is a risk of, you know, putting ourselves into trouble while you do that because all (of
the countries) are our friends. So to make one friend happy, we cannot antagonize another one,”
he said.



“So it's a dynamic that we have to look into and at the same time the practical connotation has to
be taken into consideration. And | would like to ascertain that we are doing our best and we are
on the right track.”

Daily Sun, 18 April 2024

It is our duty to defend the motherland: Army Chief tells seminar
UNB, Dhaka

Chief of Army Staff General S M Shafiuddin Ahmed on Thursday said that the Bangladesh
Army is doing everything to contribute to achieving Bangladesh’s foreign policy and helping the
country become a Sonar Bangla as dreamt by Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman.

“It is our duty to defend our motherland and to maintain the sovereignty of the country, and we
remain prepared for that. We are doing everything,” he said.

The army chief made the remarks while speaking at a seminar titled “Defence Diplomacy:
Strategy for Bangladesh™ hosted by the Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic
Studies (BIISS) at its auditorium.

Mentioning Bangabandhu’s foreign policy dictum, “Friendship to all, malice towards none,” he
said they are doing everything to implement this foreign policy.

“Diplomacy is nothing but an effort to achieve national interest in any form,” said the army
chief, emphasising sustained economic growth while maintaining national security.

He mentioned how the army, in aid of civil power, is doing a lot of nation-building activities,
disaster management efforts at home and abroad, and some internal security duties.

The army chief said wherever there is an opportunity, whether it is told or untold, they take the
opportunity and do everything for the benefit of Bangladesh.

Talking about military diplomacy, he said they need to enhance the capability by putting in more
resources and budgets. “We know how to do it, but we should have the capability to do it.”

Regarding the Myanmar issue, the army chief said some of the military leaders in Myanmar are
facing international sanctions, and there is a risk of putting themselves in trouble.

“To make one friend happy, we cannot antagonize another. There are dynamics that we have to
look into. Practical connotation has also been taken into consideration. We are doing our best,
and we are on the right track,” he said.

General Shafiuddin said they have indigenously produced some remotely operated vehicles,
which are good innovations for the Bangladesh Army. “Thus, we are saving a lot of foreign
currency, as earlier we needed to import this equipment.”



He said military personnel not only learn how to fight a war but also know how to prevent or
avoid any war to achieve the national interest. “We are on the right track, and we will not be
failing in discharging our duties.”

At the same time, General Shafiuddin said they never forget the main role of military forces,
which is to protect the sovereignty of the country, and they should be ready to do that.

He said intention can change overnight, but capability does not change overnight. “You are my
friend today, but what happens if you are not my friend tomorrow? We should be capable of
defending our national interest and our motherland, but the main foreign policy dictum says
every tone for us.”

BIISS Chairman Ambassador AFM Gousal Azam Sarker and its Director General Major General
Md Abu Bakar Siddique Khan, among others, spoke.

Chief of General Staff, Bangladesh Army Lieutenant General Waker-Uz-Zaman was also present
at the seminar.

Dr ASM Ali Ashraf, Professor, Department of International Relations, University of Dhaka,
spoke on “Evolving Notion of Defence Diplomacy and its Role in Achieving Foreign Policy
Goals”; ASM Tarek Hassan Semul, Research Fellow, BIISS, talked about “Growing Geopolitical
Competition: Challenges and Opportunities of Defence Diplomacy for Bangladesh”; Major
General (Retd) Main Ullah Chowdhury, former Deputy Force Commander, United Nations
Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS) and A/FC, United Nations Mission for the Referendum in
Western Sahara (MINURSO), discussed on “Defence Diplomacy in United Nations and Other
Overseas Missions: Horizon to Explore” and Air Vice Marshall (Retd) Mahmud Hussain,
Distinguished Expert, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman Aviation and Aerospace University
(BSMRAAU), and former Ambassador, Brunei, made a presentation on “Existing Practices of
Defence Diplomacy and Future Directions: The Case of Bangladesh”.

There was an open discussion session following the presentations.

The speakers and discussants, during the open discussion session, noted that defence diplomacy
has emerged as an effective diplomatic instrument and mechanism for crisis prevention to further
a country’s diplomatic ties vis-a-vis promoting its foreign and security policy objectives.

From Bangladesh’s perspective, defence diplomacy is regarded as an important mechanism for
using armed forces in a non-coercive manner that helps to attain the country’s national interests
and foreign policy goals, they said.

They also said that participation in the United Nations (UN) peacekeeping missions, a form of
defence diplomacy, is an avenue for Bangladesh to demonstrate its commitment towards global
peace and stability as well as enhance its importance and influence worldwide.

The speakers mentioned that the concept and appeal of defence diplomacy are evolving in the
diplomatic arena of Bangladesh.



Senior officials from different ministries, high officials from embassies and high commissions,
former diplomats, senior civil and military officials, media, academia, researchers, faculties, and
students from various universities, and representatives from international organisations
participated in the seminar and enriched it by presenting their valuable questions, opinions,
comments, suggestions, and observations during the open discussion session.
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Main role of military forces to protect country's sovereignty: Army Chief

DHAKA, April 18, 2024 (BSS) - Chief of Army Staff General S M Shafiuddin Ahmed today
said Bangladesh Army never forgets that the main role of military forces is to protect the
sovereignty of the country.

"We never forget the main role of military forces is to protect the sovereignty of the country.
That is our prime duty and we should be ready to doing that,” he said.

The army chief was addressing as the chief guest a seminar titled "Defence Diplomacy: Strategy
for Bangladesh™ organized by Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS)
at its auditorium.

Describing the military diplomacy, he said intention can change overnight but capability does not
change overnight.

"You are my friend today but what happens if you are not my friend tomorrow? We should be
capable of defending our national interest, our motherland but the main foreign policy dictum
says every tone for us," he said.

Noting that Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman's foreign policy dictum
"Friendship to all, malice towards none", General

S M Shafiuddin said Bangladesh Army is doing everything in contributing to achieving that
foreign policy.

"Whenever there is any opportunity whether it is told or untold we grab and do everything so that
it only benefits Bangladesh and Bangladesh becomes a Sonar Bangla as dreamt by our Father of
the Nation," he said.

The Army Chief said military persons not only learn how to fight a war but also know how to
prevent or avoid any war to achieve the national interest.

Diplomacy is nothing but an effort to achieve national interest in any form, he added.

BIISS Chairman Ambassador AFM Gousal Azam Sarker chaired the seminar while its Director
General Major General Md Abu Bakar Siddique Khan delivered the welcome address.

Chief of General Staff, Bangladesh Army Lieutenant General Waker-Uz-Zaman was also present
in the seminar.

The Financial Express, 18 April 2024



It is our duty to defend motherland: Army Chief tells seminar

Chief of Army Staff General S M Shafiuddin Ahmed on Thursday said Bangladesh Army is
doing everything to contribute to achieving Bangladesh’s foreign policy and helping the country
become a Sonar Bangla, as dreamt by Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman.

“It is our duty to defend our motherland and to maintain the sovereignty of the country, and we
remain prepared for that. We are doing everything,” he said.

The army chief made the remarks while speaking at a seminar titled “Defence Diplomacy:
Strategy for Bangladesh” hosted by the Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic
Studies (BIISS) at its auditorium.

Mentioning Bangabandhu’s foreign policy dictum, “Friendship to all, malice towards none”, he
said they are doing everything to implement this foreign policy

“Diplomacy is nothing but an effort to achieve national interest in any form,” said the army
chief, putting emphasis on sustained economic growth by maintaining national security.

He mentioned how the army, in aid of civil power, is doing a lot of nation-building activities,
disaster management efforts at home and abroad, and doing some internal security duties.

The army chief said wherever there is an opportunity, whether it is told and untold, they take the
opportunity and do everything for the benefits of Bangladesh.

Talking about military diplomacy, he said they need to enhance the capability by putting in more
resources and budget. “We know how to do it but we should have that capability to do it.”

Regarding the Myanmar issue, the army chief said some of the military leaders in Myanmar are
facing international sanctions and there is a risk of putting themselves in trouble.

“To make one friend happy, we cannot antagonize another. There are dynamics that we have to
look into. Practical connotation has also been taken into consideration. We are doing our best
and we are on the right track,” he said.

General Shafiuddin said they have indigenously produced some remotely operated vehicles
which are good innovations for Bangladesh Army. “Thus, we are saving a lot of foreign currency
as earlier we needed to import these equipment.”

He said military persons not only learn how to fight a war but also know how to prevent or avoid
any war to achieve the national interest. “We are on the right track and we will not be failing in
discharging our duties.”

At the same time, General Shafiuddin said they never forget the main role of military forces
which is to protect the sovereignty of the country and they should be ready in doing that.



He said intention can change overnight but capability does not change overnight. “You are my
friend today but what happens if you are not my friend tomorrow? We should be capable of
defending our national interest, our motherland but the main foreign policy dictum says every
tone for us.”

BIISS Chairman Ambassador AFM Gousal Azam Sarker and its Director General Major General
Md Abu Bakar Siddique Khan, among others, spoke.

Chief of General Staff, Bangladesh Army Lieutenant General Waker-Uz-Zaman was also present
in the seminar.

Dr ASM Ali Ashraf, Professor, Department of International Relations, University of Dhaka,
spoke on “Evolving Notion of Defence Diplomacy and its Role in Achieving Foreign Policy
Goals”; ASM Tarek Hassan Semul, Research Fellow, BIISS, talked about “Growing Geopolitical
Competition: Challenges and Opportunities of Defence Diplomacy for Bangladesh™; Major
General (Retd) Main Ullah Chowdhury, former Deputy Force Commander, United Nations
Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS) and A/FC, United Nations Mission for the Referendum in
Western Sahara (MINURSO), discussed on “Defence Diplomacy in United Nations and Other
Overseas Missions: Horizon to Explore” and Air Vice Marshall (Retd) Mahmud Hussain,
Distinguished Expert, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman Aviation and Aerospace University
(BSMRAAU), and former Ambassador, Brunei, made a presentation on “Existing Practices of
Defence Diplomacy and Future Directions: The Case of Bangladesh”.

There was an open discussion session followed the presentations.

The speakers and discussants, during the open discussion session, noted that defence diplomacy
has emerged as an effective diplomatic instrument and mechanism for crisis prevention to further
a country’s diplomatic ties vis-a-vis promoting its foreign and security policy objectives.

From Bangladesh’s perspective, defence diplomacy is regarded as an important mechanism for
using armed forces in a non-coercive manner that helps to attain the country’s national interests
and foreign policy goals, they said.

They also said that participation in the United Nations (UN) Peacekeeping missions - a form of
defence diplomacy- is an avenue for Bangladesh to demonstrate its commitment towards global
peace and stability as well as enhance its importance and influence worldwide.

The speakers mentioned that the concept and appeal of defence diplomacy are evolving in the
diplomatic arena of Bangladesh.

Senior officials from different ministries, high officials from embassies and high commissions,
former diplomats, senior civil and military officials, media, academia, researchers, faculties and
students from various universities, and representatives from international organisations
participated in the seminar and enriched it by presenting their valuable questions, opinions,
comments, suggestions, and observations during the open discussion session.
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