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Bangladesh well aware of evolving geopolitical situation:
FM Hasan

Foreign minister Hasan Mahmud today said the Bangladesh government is well aware of the evolving
geopolitical scenario in the region and is taking prudent steps in this regard.

"This evolving geopolitical scenario has created both opportunities and challenges for us," he said.

Bangladesh government has strengthened its measures to attract FDI through establishing new EPZs
keeping in view the emerging geopolitical scenario, he added.

The foreign minister was speaking as the chief guest at a seminar on 'Economic Diversification and
Global Market: Bangladesh's Opportunities and Way Forward' organised by Bangladesh Institute of
International and Strategic Studies (BIISS) in the capital.

Hasan Mahmud laid emphasis on export diversification to boost earnings and help grow the economy to
achieve its development goals.

Bangladesh's export has increased but not diversified, now is the time to go for rigorous programmes to
diversify not only products but also services and markets, he said.

The foreign minister said value-added RMG, pharmaceutical products, plastic, leather, jute goods,
shipbuilding and also skilled manpower are some of the areas of focus for export diversification.

He said there is a lot of potential to increase agro products exports, including mangoes from
Bangladesh.

"Today, the contribution of industries to the GDP is 33 percent. We would like to take it to 50 percent
and become an industrialised country,” Hasan said.

He said Bangladesh has made tremendous progress over the last 15 years despite challenges from
multiple fronts, including negative impacts of climate change.

"This is not just magic. This is because of the magical leadership of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina,"
said the foreign minister.

Member of Parliament Abul Kalam Azad, Foreign Secretary (Senior Secretary) Masud Bin Momen and
Additional Secretary of Agriculture Ministry Dr Shah Md Helal Uddin spoke as the special guest.

BIISS Chairman Ambassador AFM Gousal Azam Sarker moderated the seminar while its Director
General Major General Abu Bakar Siddique Khan delivered the welcome address and Research
Director Dr Mahfuz Kabir presented the keynote paper.

Source: https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/diplomacy/news/bangladesh-well-aware-
evolving-geopolitical-situation-fm-hasan-3543701
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Bangladesh eyes to export $10b in agri products: FM

Export diversification issue considered in much broader spectrum
Diplomatic Correspondent

Foreign Minister Dr Hasan Mahmud on Wednesday laid emphasis on export diversification to boost
earnings from the export and help grow the economy to achieve its development goals.

Bangladesh has set a target of exporting $10 billion in agricultural products within the near fortune,
Foreign Minister Dr Hasan Mahmud said while speaking at an international seminar titled "Economic
Diversification and Global Market: Bangladeshs Opportunities and Way Forward" organised by the
Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS) on Wednesday.

We have set a target to export $3b this year Mahmud said adding that in the last fiscal year agricultural
products export was $1 billion, however, Bangladesh wanted to diversify the export basket beyond
readymade garments.

"Value-added RMG, pharmaceutical products, plastic, leather, jute goods, shipbuilding and also skilled
manpower as some of the areas of focus for export diversification," Hasan said while speaking as the
chief guest at a seminar.

In his keynote presentation, Dr Mahfuz Kabir, research director, BISS, said exports of non-RMG goods
were $8.6 billion in Fiscal Year (FY) 2022-23.

Home textiles, jute and jute goods, leather goods, cotton and cotton goods, non-leather footwear, and
headgear were major non-RMG items.

Kabir said the majority of the commercial wings could not attain their target of services export in
FY2022-23, except those in London, Tokyo, Brussels, Geneva, Ottawa, Madrid and Canberra which
performed well.

He suggested that commercial wings in Yangon and Tehran could be reviewed.

Kabir said export earnings through services by the missions without commercial wings were US$1.492
billion.

Dr. Hasan Mahmud said in his speech that in the 8th Five Year Plan, export diversification issue had
been considered in much broader spectrum.

The Foreign Secretary informed of the governments "Smart Bangladesh 2041" Plan, that stresses on
developing digital infrastructure; the Vision and the 5-year plan both focus on enhancing steady inflow
of foreign direct investment into Bangladesh too.

The Foreign Minister said there is a lot of potential to increase agro products export including mangoes
from Bangladesh.

He said Bangladesh has made tremendous progress over the last 15 years despite challenges from a
multiple fronts including negative impacts of climate change.


https://www.observerbd.com/author.php?n=Diplomatic-Correspondent

Senior officials from different government ministries, members of diplomatic community, former
ambassadors, senior military officials, media, academia, researchers, faculties and students from various
universities, business community and representatives from international organisations participated in the
seminar and enriched it by presenting their valuable opinions, comments, suggestions, and observations
during the open discussion session.

The Foreign Minister said the government is well aware of geopolitical issues and noted that the
geopolitical scenario is evolving.

He said this situation creates both opportunities and challenges, and the government is making decisions
prudently.

"This is not just magic. This is because of magical leadership of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina," Hasan
said while speaking as the chief guest at a seminar.

He described how Bangladesh became a food-grains sufficient country and how it addressed poverty
issues significantly.
Bangladeshs economy has made laudable achievements over the years despite facing many challenges.

The country is nowadays cited as a role model when it comes to development and has also been
focusing on diversification of economy for addressing ever evolving challenges and reducing
vulnerabilities.

There is hardly any alternative, as grave uncertainties have been arising in global affairs in recent times
and countries are doing their best to address those.

Md Abul Kalam Azad, MP and former Principal Coordinator (SDGs), Prime Ministers Office; Masud

Bin Momen, Foreign Secretary, Tapon Kanti Ghosh, Senior Secretary, Ministry of Commerce, Wahida
Akhter, Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture, spoke as special guests chaired by BIISS Chairman A F M

Gousal Azam Sarker.

Source: https://www.observerbd.com/news.php?id=460104
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FM puts emphasis on product diversification to boost export

Foreign minister Hasan Mahmud on Wednesday laid emphasis on export diversification to boost earnings
from the export and help grow the economy to achieve its development goals.

He mentioned value-added RMG, pharmaceutical products, plastic, leather, jute goods, shipbuilding and
also skilled manpower as some of the areas of focus for export diversification.

The foreign minister said there was a lot of potential to increase agro products export including mangoes
from Bangladesh.

He said Bangladesh has made tremendous progress over the last 15 years despite challenges from a
multiple fronts including negative impacts of climate change.

“This is not just magic. This is because of magical leadership of prime minister Sheikh Hasina,” Hasan
said while speaking as the chief guest at a seminar.

He described how Bangladesh became a food-grains sufficient country and how it addressed poverty
issues significantly.

The foreign minister said the government is well aware of geopolitical issues and noted that the
geopolitical scenario is evolving.

He said this situation creates both opportunities and challenges, and the government is making decisions
prudently.

Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies organised the international seminar on
Economic Diversification and Global Market: Bangladesh’s Opportunities and Way Forward at the BIISS
auditorium.

Md Abul Kalam Azad, lawmaker and former principal coordinator (SDGs) of Prime Minister’s Office;
Masud Bin Momen, foreign secretary, Tapon Kanti Ghosh, senior secretary of Ministry of Commerce,
and Wahida Akhter, secretary, Ministry of Agriculture, spoke as special guests chaired by BIISS chairman
AFM Gousal Azam Sarker.

Source:https://www.newagebd.net/article/225444/fm-puts-emphasis-on-product-diversification-to-
boost-export
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Bangladesh is well aware of evolving geopolitical situation: Hasan

Foreign minister Dr Hasan Mahmud on Wednesday said Bangladesh government is well aware of the
evolving geopolitical scenario in the region and is taking prudent steps in this regard, reports BSS.

"This evolving geopolitical scenario has created both opportunities and challenges for us" he said.

Bangladesh government has strengthened its measures to attract FDI through establishing new EPZs
keeping in view the emerging geopolitical scenario, he added.

The foreign minister was speaking as the chief guest at a seminar on 'Economic Diversification and
Global Market: Bangladesh's Opportunities and Way Forward' organised by Bangladesh Institute of
International and Strategic Studies (BIISS) in the capital.

Hasan Mahmud laid emphasis on export diversification to boost earnings from the export and help grow
the economy to achieve its development goals.

Source: https://today.thefinancialexpress.com.bd/politics-policies/bangladesh-is-well-aware-of-
evolving-geopolitical-situation-hasan-1707932154
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Bangladesh wants to export $10 billion worth of agricultural products: Foreign minister

He described how Bangladesh became a food-grains sufficient country and how it addressed poverty
issues significantly.

Bangladesh has set a target of exporting $10 billion in agricultural products within the near
fortune, Foreign Minister Dr Hasan Mahmud said today (14 February).

Speaking at an international seminar titled "Economic Diversification and Global Market: Bangladesh's
Opportunities and Way Forward™ organised by the Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic
Studies (BIISS), he said the country had set a target of $3b this year.

At the event in the BIISS auditorium, Mahmud said in the last fiscal year agricultural products' export
was $1 billion, adding that Bangladesh wanted to diversify the export basket beyond readymade
garments.

Highlighting the Netherlands as an example, which is the second largest exporter of agricultural
products by value, the foreign minister said Bangladesh had a lot of scope to grow in this sector.

Mahmud said there is a lot of potential to increase such exports, including mangoes.

He also mentioned that export diversification is related with inclusive economic growth and it will help
grow the economy to achieve development goals.

In the keynote presentation, Dr Mahfuz Kabir, research director, BISS, said exports of non-RMG goods
were $8.6 billion in Fiscal Year (FY) 2022-23.

Home textiles, jute and jute goods, leather goods, cotton and cotton goods, non-leather footwear, and
headgear were major non-RMG items.

Kabir said the majority of the commercial wings could not attain their target of services export in
FY?2022-23, except those in London, Tokyo, Brussels, Geneva, Ottawa, Madrid and Canberra which
performed well.

He suggested that commercial wings in Yangon and Tehran could be reviewed.

Kabir said export earnings through services by the missions without commercial wings were US$1.492
billion.

Of those, notable export earnings in services include from Hong Kong, The Hague, Riyadh, and
Stockholm.

He said Bangladesh's commercial wing in Hong Kong occupied the third position among all countries
and territories in FY2022-23 in services export earnings.

He recommended that South American, African, Middle Eastern, Eastern European, and Southeast
Asian countries and territories receive attention to expand the market for goods and services.

In order to encourage new products and diversification within products for exports, entrepreneurs
should be rewarded with special recognition and trophies, he added.



"Training and orientation should be provided to the diplomats and commercial officers of foreign
missions, and policy support and benefits should be provided to all export sectors without
discrimination”, he added.

BISS Research Director said the support of developed countries and development partners is required
for enhanced market access of diversified products, especially after LDC graduation.

He observed that Bangladesh needs to sign trade and investment agreements with regional blocs, such
as Mercosur and ASEAN.

Greater footprint is required in non-traditional markets with non-traditional and high-end goods, he
added.

Source: https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/bangladesh-wants-export-10-hillion-worth-agricultural -
products-foreign-minister-792830
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FM: Bangladesh is well aware of evolving geopolitical situation

o ‘Bangladesh strengthens its measures to attract FDI through establishing new EPZs’
o ‘There is a lot of potential to increase agro products exports from Bangladesh’

Foreign Minister Dr Hasan Mahmud on Wednesday said Bangladesh government is well aware of the
evolving geopolitical scenario in the region and is taking prudent steps in this regard.

"This evolving geopolitical scenario has created both opportunities and challenges for us," he said.

Bangladesh government has strengthened its measures to attract FDI through establishing new EPZs
keeping in view the emerging geopolitical scenario, he added.

The foreign minister was speaking as the chief guest at a seminar on 'Economic Diversification and
Global Market: Bangladesh's Opportunities and Way Forward' organized by Bangladesh Institute of
International and Strategic Studies (BIISS) in the capital.

Hasan Mahmud laid emphasis on export diversification to boost earnings from the export and help grow
the economy to achieve its development goals.

Bangladesh's export has increased but not diversified, now is the time to go for rigorous programs to
diversify not only products but also services and markets, he said.

The foreign minister said value-added RMG, pharmaceutical products, plastic, leather, jute goods,
shipbuilding and also skilled manpower are some of the areas of focus for export diversification.

He said there is a lot of potential to increase agro products exports, including mangoes from
Bangladesh.

"Today, the contribution of industries to the GDP is 33 percent. We would like to take it to 50 percent
and become an industrialized country," Hasan Mahmud said.

He said Bangladesh has made tremendous progress over the last 15 years despite challenges from
multiple fronts including negative impacts of climate change.

"This is not just magic. This is because of the magical leadership of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina,"
said the foreign minister.

Member of Parliament Abul Kalam Azad, Foreign Secretary (Senior Secretary) Masud Bin Momen and
Additional Secretary of Agriculture Ministry Dr Shah Md Helal Uddin spoke as the special guest.

Bangladesh Agriculture University's Agricultural Economics and Rural Sociology Professor Dr
Mohammad Jahangir Alam, Dhaka University's Economics Department Professor Dr Muhammad
Shahadat Hossain Siddiquee, Associate Professor Dr Md Deen Islam and International Relations
Professor Dr Rozana Rashid spoke as the panelists.

BIISS Chairman Ambassador AFM Gousal Azam Sarker moderated the seminar while its Director
General Major General Abu Bakar Siddique Khan delivered the welcome address and Research
Director Dr Mahfuz Kabir presented the keynote paper.



The experts and policymakers said Bangladesh needs to go for vigorous programmes for diversifying
products, markets and branding to increase exports and improve competitiveness to face the post-LDC
challenges.

Bangladesh's economy has made laudable achievements over the years despite facing many challenges
and nowadays it is cited as a role model for development, they said.

However, they observed that Bangladesh needs to reform policies and improve regulations to facilitate
the businesses and improve the investment environment.

Bangladesh's major export markets are Europe and America and 85 percent of the export is RMG.

There are huge potentials of exporting agro-processed items, leather, jute and related goods,
pharmaceuticals and ICT products, they observed.

Senior officials from different government ministries, members of the diplomatic community, former
ambassadors, senior military officials, media, academia, researchers, faculties and students from various
universities, business community and representatives from international organizations participated in
the seminar.

Source: https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/foreign-affairs/339406/fm-bangladesh-is-well-
aware-of-evolving
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Bangladesh is well aware of evolving geopolitical situation: Hasan

DHAKA, Feb 14, 2024 (BSS) - Foreign minister Dr Hasan Mahmud today said Bangladesh government

is well aware of the evolving geopolitical scenario in the region and is taking prudent steps in this regard.
"This evolving geopolitical scenario has created both opportunities and challenges for us™ he said.

Bangladesh government has strengthened its measures to attract FDI through establishing new EPZs

keeping in view the emerging geopolitical scenario, he added.

The foreign minister was speaking as the chief guest at a seminar on 'Economic Diversification and Global
Market: Bangladesh's Opportunities and Way Forward' organised by Bangladesh Institute of International

and Strategic Studies (BIISS) in the capital.

Hasan Mahmud laid emphasis on export diversification to boost earnings from the export and help grow

the economy to achieve its development goals.

Bangladesh's export has increased but not diversified, now is the time to go for rigorous programmes to

diversify not only products but also services and markets, he said.



The foreign minister said value-added RMG, pharmaceutical products, plastic, leather, jute goods,

shipbuilding and also skilled manpower are some of the areas of focus for export diversification.
He said there is a lot of potential to increase agro products exports, including mangoes from Bangladesh.

"Today, the contribution of industries to the GDP is 33 percent. We would like to take it to 50 percent

and become an industrialized country,” Hasan Mahmud said.

He said Bangladesh has made tremendous progress over the last 15 years despite challenges from multiple

fronts including negative impacts of climate change.

"This is not just magic. This is because of the magical leadership of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina," said

the foreign minister.

Member of Parliament Abul Kalam Azad, Foreign Secretary (Senior Secretary) Masud Bin Momen and

Additional Secretary of Agriculture Ministry Dr Shah Md Helal Uddin spoke as the special guest.

Bangladesh Agriculture University's Agricultural Economics and Rural Sociology Professor Dr
Mohammad Jahangir Alam, Dhaka University's Economics Department Professor Dr Muhammad
Shahadat Hossain Siddiquee, Associate Professor Dr Md Deen Islam and International Relations

Professor Dr Rozana Rashid spoke as the panelists.

BIISS Chairman Ambassador AFM Gousal Azam Sarker moderated the seminar while its Director
General Major General Abu Bakar Siddique Khan delivered the welcome address and Research Director

Dr Mahfuz Kabir presented the keynote paper.

The experts and policymakers said Bangladesh needs to go for vigorous programmes for diversifying
products, markets and branding to increase exports and improve competitiveness to face the post-LDC
challenges.

Bangladesh's economy has made laudable achievements over the years despite facing many challenges

and nowadays it is cited as a role model for development, they said.

However, they observed that Bangladesh needs to reform policies and improve regulations to facilitate

the businesses and improve the investment environment.
Bangladesh's major export markets are Europe and America and 85 percent of the export is RMG.

There are huge potentials of exporting agro-processed items, leather, jute and related goods,

pharmaceuticals and ICT products, they observed.

Senior officials from different government ministries, members of diplomatic community, former

ambassadors, senior military officials, media, academia, researchers, faculties and students from various



universities, business community and representatives from international organisations participated in the

seminar.



The Business Post, 14 February 2024

FM for product diversification to boost export earnings
UNB . Dhaka

Foreign Minister Hasan Mahmud on Wednesday laid emphasis on export diversification to boost
earnings from exports and help grow the economy to achieve its development goals.

"This is not just magic. This is because of the magical leadership of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina,"
Hasan said while speaking as the chief guest at a seminar.

He mentioned value-added RMG, pharmaceutical products, plastic, leather, jute goods, shipbuilding and
also skilled manpower as some of the areas of focus for export diversification.

The foreign minister said there is a lot of potential to increase agro-product exports including mangoes
from Bangladesh.

He said Bangladesh has made tremendous progress over the last 15 years despite challenges from multiple
fronts including the negative impacts of climate change.

He described how Bangladesh became a food-grain-sufficient country and how it addressed poverty
issues significantly.

The Foreign Minister said the government is well aware of geopolitical issues and noted that the
geopolitical scenario is evolving.

He said this situation creates both opportunities and challenges, and the government is making decisions
prudently.

Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS) organised the international seminar
on 'Economic Diversification and Global Market: Bangladesh's Opportunities and Way Forward" at the
BIISS auditorium.

Md Abul Kalam Azad, MP and former Principal Coordinator (SDGs), Prime Minister's Office (PMO);
Masud Bin Momen, foreign secretary, Tapon Kanti Ghosh, senior secretary, Ministry of Commerce,
Wahida Akhter, secretary, Ministry of Agriculture, spoke as special guests chaired by BIISS Chairman A
F M Gousal Azam Sarker.
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