The Bangladesh Today, 25 January 2023
Bangladesh urged to act carefully while framing foreign policy
Staff Correspondents

X Seminar on
. ‘Strengthcnmg Bangladesh's
Forei 'IP Relations with Neighbours

n the Evolving Global Order

Speakers, including researchers, foreign affairs experts, and a policymaker, said at a seminar in
the capital on Tuesday that Bangladesh should promote partnership and cooperation with her
next-door neighbours and extended neighbours as well for peaceful and sustainable solutions to
regional issues.

They said that Bangladesh was drawing interest from many countries due to geopolitical factors,
and therefore it should navigate cautiously in framing foreign policies with neighbours like India
and Myanmar and develop relations based on mutual trust and respect.

Speaking on ‘Strengthening Bangladesh’s Foreign Relations with Neighbours in the Evolving
Global Order’, they said that India and Bangladesh were important to each other as the two
countries have inter-dependence in many areas, including trade, healthcare, and security while
Myanmar was important as a corridor to ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian Nations).

Md Shahriar Alam, state minister for foreign affairs and the seminar’s chief guest, said that
Bangladesh had allowed transits to both India and Nepal to carry goods through the country and
that no one was now opposing the transit issue.

The transit of Indian goods through Bangladesh was once used as a ‘cheap political tool,” he
said.

About the sharing waters from common rivers, the junior minister said that the Joint Rivers’
Commission meeting was held in New Delhi in the past year after a gap of 12 years. But the next
JRC meeting was expected to be held in the first quarter of this year, he said, adding that it was
some progress.


https://www.newagebd.net/credit/Staff%20Correspondents

Speakers noted that the much-awaited ministerial meeting of the Indo-Bangladesh JRC
concluded in New Delhi in August 2022 without any progress in signing a Teesta water-sharing
deal and in the negotiations on six other trans-boundary rivers out of a total of 54.

Dhaka University international relations professor Lailufar Yasmin presented a paper on
‘Navigating Bangladesh’s Foreign Relations with the Neighbours in the Evolving Global Order’
while Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies research director Mahfuz Kabir
made a presentation on ‘Exploring New Avenues of Cooperation with the Neighbours,” and
BIISS senior research fellow M Ashique Rahman talked on ‘Sustaining Bangladesh’s Relations
in the Extended Neighbourhood’ at the event organised by BIISS.

Lailufar mentioned the Rohingya crisis as one of the biggest threats to peace and stability in the
region, as Bangladesh was already hosting around 1.2 million forcibly displaced people from
Myanmar.

Chairing the session, retired diplomat and president of the Bangladesh Enterprise Institute, M
Humayun Kabir, noted that in the changing global order, countries around the world were
struggling to formulate their foreign policies with neighbours and Bangladesh must navigate
through this cautiously.

Shahriar said that Bangladesh would find alternative avenues while SAARC (South Asian
Association for Regional Cooperation) and BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-
Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation) were failing to function, apparently because two
or three countries were not acting the way others wanted.

In his welcome speech, BIISS director general major general Sheikh Pasha Habib Uddin
emphasised Asia’s re-emergence in today’s global context.
More about:



The Financial Express, 25 January 2023
Bangladesh working to consolidate relations with neighbours, says State Minister

State Minister for Foreign Affairs Md Shahriar Alam on Tuesday said the government is
persistently working to consolidate relations with neighbours for regional stability,
shared prosperity, and mutual development.

Speaking as the chief guest at a seminar, he emphasised strengthening bilateral relations
with neighbours through promoting partnership and cooperation, increasing trade and
commerce, pursuing cooperation in the water and power sector, enhancing connectivity,
collaborating on capacity building for people-to-people contact and underscored the
importance of humanitarian assistance to demonstrate soft power.

Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS) organised the
seminar on 'Strengthening Bangladesh's Foreign Relations with Neighbours in the
Evolving Global Order’

The state minister said, Bangladesh's principal foreign policy - friendship to all, malice
towards none- will remain intact whatever the global order is shifting toward, according
to UNBs.

"Our principal position - friendship to all, malice towards none- will remain intact, no
matter what happens,” he said.

The state minister said that Bangladesh would also never compromise in the areas of its
founding principles - nationalism, socialism, democracy and secularism.

"Keeping those intact, Bangladesh will continue its resources ... we have large
Bangladeshi diaspora .. we do have, of course, some soft power," he said.

Alam said Bangladesh would continue to expand its relationship that has already
established as a good neighbour in its neighbourhood.

"We (also) hope that our neighbours will try to reciprocate that with best of their
ability,” he said adding that these are more relevant when the world is undergoing a
complex situation condition

M Humayun Kabir, president of Bangladesh Enterprise Institute (BEI), chaired the
session and Major General Sheikh Pasha Habib Uddin, director general, BIISS, delivered
the welcome address.

Dr Lailufar Yasmin, professor and chairperson, Department of International Relations,
University of Dhaka, made a presentation on "Navigating Bangladesh's Foreign
Relations with the Neighbours in the Evolving Global Order."



ATM Rokebul Haque, director general (South Asia), Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
delivered his presentation on "Bangladesh's Foreign Policy Towards Her Neighbours:
Friendship with Shared Prosperity."

Dr Mahfuz Kabir, research director, BIISS, made his presentation on "Exploring New
Avenues of Cooperation with the Neighbours."

M Ashique Rahman, senior research fellow, BIISS, presented on "Sustaining
Bangladesh's Relations in the Extended Neighbourhood."

Major General Sheikh Pasha Habib Uddin highlighted the re-emergence of Asia in the
current global context.

He emphasised on strengthening bilateral and multilateral relations with both close-door
neighbours and extended neighbours and promoting multilateralism to find peaceful and
sustainable solutions to regional problems.

Humayun Kabir, president of Bangladesh Enterprise Institute (BEI) noted that in the
changing global order, countries around the world are struggling to formulate their
foreign policies with neighbours and Bangladesh must navigate through this cautiously.

Senior officials from different ministries, ambassadors, high commissioners, former
diplomats, senior military officials, researchers, business people, teachers, students from
various universities, representatives from different think tanks, international
organisations, and media personalities participated in the programme.



The Daily Star, 25 January 2023

Bangladesh must strengthen its diplomatic efforts
Say foreign policy analysts on regional cooperation
Diplomatic Correspondent

As the world faces unprecedented geopolitical and economic challenges following the
pandemic and the Russia-Ukraine war, Bangladesh needs to ramp up its diplomatic efforts
for regional cooperation in South and Southeast Asia and beyond, say foreign policy
analysts.

The observations came at a seminar, titled "Strengthening Bangladesh's Foreign Relations
with Neighbours in the Evolving Global Order", organised by Bangladesh Institute of
International and Strategic Studies (BIISS) yesterday.

Speakers said South Asia is one of the least integrated regions of the world. Its exports are
mostly to the West and the supply chain was affected during the pandemic and the Russia-
Ukraine war, which should prompt the regional countries to redefine the approaches for
promoting regional trade and investment.

Bangladesh Enterprise Institute President M Humayun Kabir said generally, all countries
prioritise prosperity and security in their foreign relations.

Humayun Kabir, also a former ambassador, said Bangladesh has made significant
improvements in socio-economic spheres but now faces challenges as it is graduating from
LDC in 2026.

He suggested coordination among various ministries to maintain strong foreign relations
with the countries.

BIISS Research Director Mahfuz Kabir said Bangladesh's trade with Asian giants India and
China has seen heavy deficits and policymakers need to find ways of increasing exports to
these countries.

He also said nearly 90 percent of the country's exports are still readymade garments and it is
high time the export basket is diversified.

BIISS Senior Research Fellow M Ashique Rahman said Bangladesh needs to avoid the
inclination to join any alliance as the superpowers will be drawing the country towards
them.

Dhaka University International Relations Department Chair Prof Lailufar Yasmin said
Bangladesh needs to be driven by its national interest while making its foreign policy.



State Minister for Foreign Affairs Shahriar Alam said, "We are working hard to improve
regional connectivity meant for development, peace and stability. We also expect the same
from others.”

BIISS Director General Sheikh Pasha Habib Uddin, foreign ministry's DG (South Asia)
ATM Rokebul Haque also spoke at the seminar.



The Business Standard, 25 January 2023
Bangladesh will stick to ‘friendship to all’ foreign policy: Shahriar Alam

Bangladesh will stick to the principle of friendship to all, malice towards none as its
principle foreign policy amid the evolving global order, State Minister for Foreign Affairs
Md Shahriar Alam said on Tuesday.

"The tectonic plate of diplomacy and the global order is shifting. Despite that we will stick to our
current principle in foreign policy,” he said as the chief guest at a seminar organised by the
Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS) at its auditorium in Dhaka.

"Bangladesh will never compromise on the founding principles of nationalism, socialism,
democracy and secularism. Bangladesh will continue to mobilise its resources based on these
founding principles," he added.

Shahriar Alam said Bangladesh would keep expanding its relationship as a good neighbour with
the neighbouring countries.

He emphasised strengthening bilateral relations with neighbours through promoting partnerships
and cooperation, increasing trade and commerce, pursuing cooperation in the water and power
sector, enhancing connectivity, and collaborating on capacity building for people-to-people
contact.

He also underscored the importance of humanitarian assistance to demonstrate soft power among
the neighbouring countries.

He mentioned that the Bangladesh government is persistently working to consolidate relations
with neighbours for regional stability, shared prosperity, and mutual development.



As the chair of the session, M Humayun Kabir, president of Bangladesh Enterprise Institute
noted that in the changing global order, countries around the world are struggling to formulate
their foreign policies with neighbours and Bangladesh must navigate through this cautiously.

Major General Sheikh Pasha Habib Uddin, director general, BIISS, and Lailufar Yasmin,
chairman, Department of International Relations, University of Dhaka, also spoke at the event
among others.



Bangladesh Post, 25 January 2023
Bangladesh to keep foreign policy intact, says Shahriar
By BSS

State Minister for Foreign Affairs Md Shahriar Alam Tuesday said Bangladesh’s principal
foreign policy — friendship to all, malice towards none- will remain intact wherever the global
order is shifting towards.

“Our principal position - friendship to all, malice towards none- will remain intact, no matter
what,” he said.

The state minister was speaking as the chief guest at a seminar titled “Strengthening
Bangladesh’s Foreign Relations with Neighbours in the Evolving Global Order” organized by
Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS) at its auditorium in the
capital.

The state minister said that Bangladesh would also never compromise in the areas of its founding
principles - nationalism, socialism, democracy and secularism.

“Keeping those intact, Bangladesh will continue its resources ... we have large Bangladeshi
diaspora .. we do have, of course, some soft power,” he said.

Alam said Bangladesh would continue to expand its relationship that has already established as a
good neighbour in its neighbourhood.


https://bangladeshpost.net/authors/bss875
https://bangladeshpost.net/webroot/uploads/featureimage/2023-01/63d0307cdb7ff.jpg

“We (also) hope that our neighbours will try to reciprocate that with best of their ability,” he
said, adding that those are more relevant when the world is undergoing a complex situation
condition

The state minister said the Bangladesh government is persistently working to consolidate its
relations with neighbouring countries for regional stability, prosperity and development.

“We will continue to do so in coming days,” he added.

Bangladesh Enterprise Institute President ambassador M Humayun Kabir chaired the seminar
while BIISS director general Major General Sheikh Pasha Habib Uddin delivered the welcome
speech.
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The Daily Observer, 25 January 2023

BD working to consolidate ties with neighbours: Shahriar59

Diplomatic Correspondent

State Minister for Foreign Affairs Md Shahriar Alam said on Tuesday that to ensure regional
stability, shared prosperity, and mutual development, the government is persistently working to
consolidate relations with neighbouring countries.

"Our principal position - friendship to all, malice towards none- will remain intact, no matter
what happens,” he said, adding that Bangladesh would also never compromise in the areas of its
founding principles - nationalism, socialism, democracy and secularism,” he said.

He was speaking as the chief guest at a seminar titled 'Strengthening Bangladesh's Foreign
Relations with Neighbours in the Evolving Global Order', Bangladesh Institute of International
and Strategic Studies (BIISS) organised the seminar.

The State Minister emphasised strengthening bilateral relations with neighbours through
promoting partnership and cooperation, increasing trade and commerce, pursuing cooperation in
the water and power sector, enhancing connectivity, collaborating on capacity building for
people-to-people contact and underscored the importance of humanitarian assistance to
demonstrate soft power.

"Keeping those intact, Bangladesh will continue its resources we have a large Bangladeshi
diaspora .. we do have, of course, some soft power," he said.

Alam said Bangladesh would continue to expand its relationship that has already been
established as a good neighbour in its neighbourhood.

"We (also) hope that our neighbours will try to reciprocate that with best of their ability," he said
adding that these are more relevant when the world is undergoing a complex situation condition
M Humayun Kabir, President of Bangladesh Enterprise Institute (BEI), chaired the session and
Major General Sheikh Pasha Habib Uddin, Director General, BIISS, delivered the welcome
address. Dr Lailufar Yasmin, Professor and Chairperson, Department of International Relations,
University of Dhaka, made a presentation on "Navigating Bangladesh's Foreign Relations with
the Neighbours in the Evolving Global Order."

ATM Rokebul Haque, Director General (South Asia), Ministry of Foreign Affairs, delivered his
presentation on "Bangladesh's Foreign Policy Towards Her Neighbours: Friendship with Shared
Prosperity.” Dr Mahfuz Kabir, Research Director, BIISS, made his presentation on "Exploring
New Avenues of Cooperation with the Neighbours."

M Ashique Rahman, Senior Research Fellow, BIISS, presented on "Sustaining Bangladesh's

11



Relations in the Extended Neighbourhood."”
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Bangladesh to keep principal foreign policy intact
Source: Xinhua, 2023-01-24

DHAKA, Jan. 24 (Xinhua) -- Bangladeshi State Minister for Foreign Affairs Md Shahriar Alam
Tuesday said Bangladesh's principal foreign policy, friendship to all, malice towards none, will
remain intact whatever the global order is shifting towards.

"Our principal position, friendship to all, malice towards none, will remain intact, no matter
what," the state minister was quoted as saying by Bangladesh's official news agency BSS.

The state minister was speaking as the chief guest at a seminar titled "Strengthening
Bangladesh's Foreign Relations with Neighbors in the Evolving Global Order" organized by the

Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS) at its auditorium in the capital
Dhaka.

The state minister said that Bangladesh would also never compromise regarding its founding
principles, nationalism, socialism, democracy and secularism.

https://english.news.cn/asiapacific/20230124/bc82f7d2e8214f4586225c0c76ab8a06/c.html
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Dhaka Tribune, 24 January 2023

State minister: Govt working to consolidate relations with neighbours
Bangladesh's principal foreign policy - friendship to all, malice towards none - will remain
intact no matter what happens, says Shahriar Alam

UNB

State Minister for Foreign Affairs Md Shahriar Alam on Tuesday said the Bangladesh
government is persistently working to consolidate relations with neighbours for regional
stability, shared prosperity, and mutual development.

Speaking as the chief guest at a seminar, he emphasized strengthening bilateral relations with
neighbours through promoting partnership and cooperation, increasing trade and commerce,
pursuing cooperation in the water and power sector, enhancing connectivity, collaborating on
capacity building for people-to-people contact and underscored the importance of humanitarian
assistance to demonstrate soft power.

Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS) organized the seminar on
'Strengthening Bangladesh's Foreign Relations with Neighbours in the Evolving Global Order".

The State Minister said Bangladesh's principal foreign policy - friendship to all, malice towards
none- will remain intact whatever the global order is shifting towards.

"Our principal position - friendship to all, malice towards none- will remain intact, no matter
what happens,"” he said.

The state minister said that Bangladesh would also never compromise in the areas of its founding
principles - nationalism, socialism, democracy and secularism.

"Keeping those intact, Bangladesh will continue its resources ... we have large Bangladeshi
diaspora ... we do have, of course, some soft power," he said.

Alam said Bangladesh would continue to expand its relationship that has already established as a
good neighbour in its neighbourhood.

"We (also) hope that our neighbours will try to reciprocate that with best of their ability,” he said
adding that these are more relevant when the world is undergoing a complex situation condition.

M Humayun Kabir, President of Bangladesh Enterprise Institute (BEI), chaired the session and
Major General Sheikh Pasha Habib Uddin, Director General, BIISS, delivered the welcome
address.

Dr Lailufar Yasmin, Professor and Chairperson, Department of International Relations,

University of Dhaka, made a presentation on "Navigating Bangladesh's Foreign Relations with
the Neighbours in the Evolving Global Order.”
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ATM Rokebul Haque, Director General (South Asia), Ministry of Foreign Affairs, delivered his
presentation on "Bangladesh's Foreign Policy Towards Her Neighbours: Friendship with Shared
Prosperity."

Dr Mahfuz Kabir, Research Director, BIISS, made his presentation on "Exploring New Avenues
of Cooperation with the Neighbours."

M Ashique Rahman, Senior Research Fellow, BIISS, presented on "Sustaining Bangladesh's
Relations in the Extended Neighbourhood."

Major General Sheikh Pasha Habib Uddin highlighted the re-emergence of Asia in the current
global context.

He emphasized on strengthening bilateral and multilateral relations with both close-door
neighbours and extended neighbours and promoting multilateralism to find peaceful and
sustainable solutions to regional problems.

Humayun Kabir, President of Bangladesh Enterprise Institute (BEI) noted that in the changing
global order, countries around the world are struggling to formulate their foreign policies with
neighbours and Bangladesh must navigate through this cautiously.

Senior officials from different ministries, ambassadors, high commissioners, former diplomats,
senior military officials, researchers, business people, teachers, students from various
universities, representatives from different think tanks, international organizations, and media
personalities participated in the program.
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Banglanews24.com, 24 January 2023-01-25
Bangladesh's principle foreign policy to remain intact: Shahriar
News Desk | banglanews24.com

He said: “Our principal position - friendship to all, malice towards none- will remain intact, no
matter what.”

The state minister was speaking as the chief guest at a seminar titled “Strengthening
Bangladesh’s Foreign Relations with Neighbours in the Evolving Global Order” organized by
Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS) at its auditorium in the
capital.

The state minister said that Bangladesh would also never compromise in the areas of its founding
principles - nationalism, socialism, democracy and secularism.

“Keeping those intact, Bangladesh will continue its resources ... we have large Bangladeshi
diaspora. We do have, of course, some soft power,” he said.

Alam said Bangladesh would continue to expand its relationship that has already established as a
good neighbour in its neighbourhood.

“We (also) hope that our neighbours will try to reciprocate that with best of their ability,” he
said, adding that those are more relevant when the world is undergoing a complex situation
condition.

The state minister said the Bangladesh government is persistently working to consolidate its
relations with neighbouring countries for regional stability, prosperity and development.

“We will continue to do so in coming days,” he added.

Bangladesh Enterprise Institute President ambassador M Humayun Kabir chaired the seminar
while BIISS director general Major General Sheikh Pasha Habib Uddin delivered the welcome
speech.

https://www.banglanews24.com/english/national/news/bd/107755.details
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