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The Daily Star, 25 April 2022
US won't pick sides in Bangladesh’s election: US envoy
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UNB, Dhaka

US Ambassador to Bangladesh Peter Haas has said the US will not take any sides in the
upcoming elections in Bangladesh and reiterated US commitment across the world to help
countries strengthen democracy.

"Let me be clear: the United States will not pick a side in the upcoming elections. We
simply hope for a democratic process that allows the Bangladeshi people to freely decide
who will run their country,” said the ambassador.

He made the remarks while addressing a seminar today.

Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS) organised the seminar on
"Bangladesh and the United States Relations: Moving Towards Enhanced Cooperation and
Partnership" at the BIISS Auditorium.

Foreign Minister Dr AK Abdul Momen spoke as the chief guest.

The US ambassador said the relations between the two countries grew with a series of recent
engagements while two more important engagements will be held in the coming months.

Ambassador Haas said the two countries can enhance security cooperation.

The ambassador also talked about two proposed agreements - General Security of Military
Information Agreement (GSOMIA) and Acquisition and Cross Servicing Agreement
(ACSA) which are "essential” to enabling a closer defence relationship, expanding
opportunities for defence trade, information sharing, and military-to-military cooperation
between two countries.

He said there are many misperceptions about these two proposed agreements.

The Daily Star, 25 April 2022
Sanctions on RAB: Won’t be lifted without actions, accountability
Says US ambassador in Dhaka

Staff Correspondent

Unless concrete actions are taken and accountability is ensured, there is no scope for lifting
the sanctions on Rab, said US Ambassador Peter Haas at a discussion yesterday.

"We want to see a Rab which is capable of combatting terrorism but which is also capable
of respecting basic human rights,” he said at a seminar on US-Bangladesh relations.

Just prior to his remark, the Rab Director General Chowdhury Abdullah Al-Mamun spoke
about how the force in 2011 established an internal enquiry cell with US cooperation to
ensure accountability of Rab personnel.
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Under the International Criminal Investigative Training Assistance Programme, 147 Rab
personnel were trained on basic interviewing skills and human rights, he told the discussion
organisaed by Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS).

The trained individuals are working to ensure transparency and uphold human rights, the
Rab DG added.

Foreign Minister AK Abdul Momen commented that it was former US Ambassador James F
Moriarty who called Rab the FBI (Federal Bureau of Investigation) of Bangladesh.

"Rab has since then done an excellent job at combatting terrorism. Maybe we have to look
at it more closely to see how accountability can be increased ... but this is a great
institution,” said Momen.

Ambassador Haas also said, "We will continue to work with Bangladesh to combat violent
terrorism, combat transnational crime and enhance security. We will continue our support to
the transnational crime police and to the anti-terrorism unit and the specialised police units
in Chattogram, Sylhet, and Rajshahi.

"The USA is not perfect. We have embarked on our own democratic renewal. This journey
ensures tackling our own issues with police accountability. We are inviting other countries
in the world to make similar commitments."

He announced that the US would be an impartial observer of the upcoming parliamentary
election. "The USA will not pick a side in the elections. Our view is simple: the
Bangladeshi people have a democratic process that allows them to choose their government.

"Holding an election consistent with international standards is not just about ballot day.
Truly fair elections involve creating a space where civic discourse can take place, where
journalists can investigate without fear..."

He welcomed the law minister's commitment to reform the Digital Security Act to prevent
abuse of the law.

The ambassador also spoke about the need for signing two defence treaties called ACSA
and GSOMIA between Bangladesh and the US. GSOMIA would set the ground rule for
exchanging sensitive information about military procurement said Haas, while ACSA will
allow exchange of fuel and food.

These treaties are not like the "broad, vague defence agreement that Bangladesh signed with
China in 2002," he said, referring to the "China-Bangladesh Defence Cooperation
Agreement” which covers military training and defence production.

"The DFC [US International Development Finance Corporation] has a $4 billion active
portfolio in South Asia across multiple sectors including clean energy, healthcare,
agriculture. The DFC cannot operate in Bangladesh because of a lack of labour rights."
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Kazi Imtiaz Hossain, chairman of BIISS led the event, while former diplomats Humayun
Kabir and Tariq A. Karim, former election commissioner Brig Gen (retd) M Sakhawat
Hossain, BIIS Director-General Maj Gen Mohammad Masudur Rahman and Dhaka
University professor Ruksana Kibria spoke.

The Financial Express, 25 April 2022
'US won't take any side in BD polls'
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No revoking of RAB sanctions sans real actions, says US envoy
FE Report

Peter Haas, the United States (US) Ambassador in Bangladesh, firmly said on Sunday
that his government would not take any side in the upcoming general election here.

Reiterating the US government's commitment across the world to help countries
strengthen democracy, he noted that the US wants to see such an election where people
can vote freely, journalists can investigate without fear, and ability for civil-society
organisations to advocate broadly can be utilised.

"Let me be clear, the US will not take a side in the upcoming election. Our hope is
simply that Bangladeshi people have a democratic process, which allows them to
choose their government,” said the ambassador while addressing a seminar.

The Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS) organised the
seminar - "Bangladesh and the United States Relations: Moving Towards Enhanced
Cooperation and Partnership" - at its auditorium.

Talking about the recent sanctions by the US, the envoy said, "I will be honest; there is
no scope to repeal the sanctions against RAB without concrete actions and
accountability."”

He noted that the US wants to see RAB just as effective as now in combating terrorism
and is also capable of respecting basic rights.

"But the sanction on RAB does not mean we cannot enhance our strong law-
enforcement and security cooperation. We will continue to work with Bangladesh to
combat transnational crime and terrorism, enhance border security, and prevent violent
extremism."

He opined that the relations between the two countries grew with a series of recent
engagements, while two more important engagements would be held in the following
months.

The ambassador also talked about two proposed agreements - the General Security of
Military Information Agreement (GSOMIA) and the Acquisition and Cross Servicing
Agreement (ACSA) - which are "essential” to enabling a closer defence relationship,
expanding opportunities for defence trade, information sharing, and military-to-military
cooperation between the two countries.

Mr. Haas mentioned that there were many misperceptions about these two proposed
agreements. "These are technical agreements, not the military pact.”
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Talking about the economic cooperation, he said his government would appoint the
first-ever full-time attaché of the US Department of Commerce in the embassy here this
summer.

"This is a testament to the importance we place on growing our two-way trade and
investment relationship,” he added.

Speaking as the chief guest, Foreign Minister Dr A K Abdul Momen hailed the US
government for its recent recognition of the persecution on the Rohingyas as genocide.

He expected continuation of the support regarding safe repatriation of the Myanmar
citizens, now taking shelter in Bangladesh.

Sharing outcomes of his recent meeting with the US secretary of state, the foreign
minister said he placed the matter of suspension against RAB that played a key role in
preventing terrorism here.

"Yes, | do agree with you that the men (RAM members) need to be accountable and we
are looking into it very seriously. But this is against the institution that has been
creating stability across Bangladesh and in the region. So, | request him to examine the
whole issue."

About the democratic developments here, he noted that the government established all
the instruments that were necessary in holding free, fair and transparent elections.

He also invited all international observers to observe the upcoming polls.
Professor of Department of International Relations of Dhaka University Dr Ruksana
Kibria, Brigadier General (retired) Dr. M Sakhawat Hossain, Ambassador Humayun

Kabir, and Ambassador Tarig A Karim, among others, also spoke at the seminar.

jubairfe1980@gmail.com
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The New Nation, 25 April 2022
US envoy: No scope to repeal sanctions on RAB without accountability

Staff Reporter

Turning down the Bangladesh's appeal to re-examine the sanctions imposed on Rapid Action
Battalion (RAB), the United States said there is no scope to repeal the sanctions without
accountability.

Soon after the sanctions on the elite force on December 10 last year by the US Government,
Bangladesh has been pursuing the US government through various levels to withdraw the
sanctions.

The Bangladesh government still has no such information when the sanctions will be withdrawn.
Foreign Minister AK Abdul Momen on Sunday again called upon the US government to re-
examine the issue.

He said this while addressing as the Chief Guest at a seminar on 'Bangladesh and the United
States Relations, Moving towards Enhanced Cooperation and Partnership’ organised by
Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS) in its auditorium in the
capital.

In the same seminar, US Ambassador to Bangladesh Peter Haas said, "There is no scope for the
repeal of sanctions against the RAB without concrete action and accountability. This force will
be capable of respecting basic human rights"

He, however, said despite the sanctions on RAB the bilateral cooperation on various levels
between the two countries will continue. "RAB's sanctions do not mean we cannot increase our
strong law enforcement security cooperation. We will continue to work with Bangladesh to
combat transnational crime and terrorism, enhance border security and prevent violent
extremism," he noted.

"We will continue our support to counter terrorism and transnational crime. The signing of a
proposed memorandum of understanding will facilitate our ability to implement our anti-
terrorism assistance, training programme and to donate new equipment to the police,” the envoy
said.

On the next general election, Peter Haas said that his government would not take any side but
expect that voters will choose their government.

"The United States will not pick a side in the upcoming elections. Our hope is simple that the

Bangladesh people have a democratic process that allows them to choose their government,” he
added.
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"Truly democratic elections require the space for civic discourse to take place in an environment
where journalists can investigate without fear and the ability for the civil society organisations to
advocate broadly. It will be very clear," he added.

Slamming his own country's democracy, he said, "The United States is not perfect. We have
embarked on our own democratic renewal. And we are inviting countries around the world to
make similar commitments to strengthen their democracies."

About the democracies of Bangladesh, he said, "We can work together to promote democracy
and to protect human rights."

About the Digital Security Act, he said, "Bangladesh government will keep its commitment to
reform the digital security act to prevent future abuses."

"I appreciate that Bangladesh will invite foreign observers during the next election. It's important
to realise that holding an election in consistent with international standards is not just about the
day the votes are actually cast.

Terming US-Bangladesh relationship at a turning point, he said his government wants to increase
security engagement with Bangladesh to modernise its military with the US technology.
He also said US government is ready to move the economic relationship forward between the
two nations.

About labour rights in Bangladesh, the envoy said, the US is committed to supporting
Bangladesh's labour rights journey including through targeted development assistance.
AK Abdul Momen said, "US is a land of rules and justice. We hope US will not give shelter to
any murderer. But unfortunately we have one proclaimed murderer in your country.”
The Seminar was chaired by BIISS Chairman Ambassador Kazi Imtiaz Hossain while BIISS
Director General Major General Mohammad Maksudur Rahman delivered the Welcome
Address.

40



The Bangladesh Today, 24 April 2022
US won’t take sides in election: Amb. Haas

e~
oS Semina -
desh'and the United States Relations: ovin 1. ards Enhanced Cooperation and Partnership ™8

Chief Guest.
'HE DrA K Abdul Momen, MP

onourable Foreian Minister, Ministry of Fareign Affairs, Government of the Pacple’s Republic of Bangladesh

Special Guest:

US Ambassador to Bangladesh Peter Haas has said the US will not take any side in the
upcoming elections in Bangladesh and reiterated US commitment across the world to help
countries strengthen democracy.

“Let me be clear: the United States will not pick a side in the upcoming elections. We simply
hope for a democratic process that allows the Bangladeshi people to freely decide who will run
their country,” he said while addressing a seminar on Sunday.

Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS) organized the seminar on
“Bangladesh and the United States Relations: Moving towards Enhanced Cooperation and
Partnership” at the BIISS auditorium.

Foreign Minister Dr AK Abdul Momen spoke as the chief guest at the event in which the US
envoy highlighted three areas ripe for growth in the bilateral relationship — security, human
rights and democracy, and economic ties.

Ambassador Haas said the two countries can work together to promote democracy and protect
human rights and acknowledged that the United States is not perfect. “As the relationship grows,
the conversation broadens.”

“We have embarked on our own democratic renewal. This journey includes tackling our own
issues with police accountability and ensuring all Americans can cast their ballots on election
day,” he said, adding that they are inviting countries around the world to make similar
commitments to strengthen their democracies.

Ambassador Haas said he is pleased Foreign Minister Momen stated that Bangladesh will
welcome international observers during the next election.

He also welcomed the Law Minister’s commitment to reform the Digital Security Act to prevent
further abuses.
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“Holding an election consistent with international standards is not just about the day votes are
actually cast,” Ambassador Haas mentioned.

In effect, he said, the elections have already started. “Truly democratic elections require the
space for civic discourse to take place, an environment where journalists can investigate without
fear, and the ability for civil society organizations to advocate broadly.”

Enhanced Security Cooperation

The US Ambassador said the relations between the two countries grew with a series of recent
engagements while two more important engagements will be held in the coming months and the
two countries can increase the security cooperation.

He talked about two proposed agreements — General Security of Military Information Agreement
(GSOMIA) and Acquisition and Cross Servicing Agreement (ACSA) which are “essential” to
enabling a closer defence relationship, expanding opportunities for defence trade, information
sharing, and military-to-military cooperation between the two countries.

The Ambassador said GSOMIA would set ground rules for exchanging sensitive information
about military procurements.

This framework would enable Bangladesh to modernize its military with U.S. technology,
contributing to Bangladesh’s Forces Goal 2030, he said.

Meanwhile ACSA would allow the two militaries to offer each other assistance on the high seas,
to lend equipment or spare parts when an aircraft, vehicle, or vessel is in trouble, or to simply
exchange fuel and food, the ambassador said.

An ACSA has a real-world impact on safety and interoperability, like when a vessel ends up
stranded in the Port of Beirut after the 2020 explosion or during joint humanitarian relief efforts
in the Bay of Bengal, said Ambassador Haas.

“There are a lot of misperceptions about the GSOMIA and ACSA. They are technical
agreements. They do not reflect an “alliance” or “military pact.” Nor do they constitute a broad
and vague defense cooperation agreement, such as the one Bangladesh signed with China in
2002,” he mentioned.

The US envoy said the proposed deals are simple building blocks to a closer relationship and to
allow them to help Bangladesh’s armed forces advance its own defense goals. “And they are
common. More than 70 countries have signed these agreements with us.”

Regarding law enforcement and sanctions, the Ambassador made it clear that there is no scope
for repeal of sanctions against the Rapid Action Battalion without concrete action and
accountability. “I will be honest.”

He said they want to see a RAB that remains effective at combatting terrorism, but that does so
while respecting basic human rights.

“But RAB sanctions do not mean we cannot enhance our strong law enforcement security
cooperation. We will continue to work with Bangladesh to combat transnational crime and
terrorism, enhance border security, and prevent violent extremism,” Ambassador Haas said.
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He said they will continue their support to Counterterrorism and Transnational Crime policing,
the Anti-Terrorism Unit, and the specialized units of the Metropolitan Police in Chattogram,
Sylhet, and Rajshahi.

The signing of a proposed Memorandum of Agreement would facilitate implementation of the
Anti-Terrorism Assistance training program and to donate new equipment to the police, said the
US envoy.

Economic Ties

Ambassador Haas said the United States is ready to move the economic relationship forward.
Next month, he will welcome the inaugural visit of the Executive Committee of the U.S.-
Bangladesh Business Council.

He announced that the U.S. Embassy will welcome the first ever full-time attaché from the U.S.
Department of Commerce this summer. “This is a testament to the importance we place on
growing our two-way trade and investment relationship.”

As a middle-income country, Bangladesh will be competing on equal footing with major
economies.

Issues like intellectual property rights, supply chain efficiencies, access to quality higher
education, and a transparent and inclusive business environment will become ever more
important.

“How Bangladesh regulates internet activity will also impact foreign investment and the
willingness of companies to do business in Bangladesh,” said the US envoy.

New Opportunities

For instance, the envoy said, the newly established U.S. International Development Finance
Corporation (or DFC) has a $4 billion active portfolio in South Asia across multiple sectors
including clean energy, agriculture, healthcare, and banking.

Unfortunately, he said, the DFC is unable to operate in Bangladesh for the same reason
Bangladesh is ineligible for the Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) trade benefit: a lack of
labor rights.

“The United States is ready to hit the gas to enhance our partnership and realize the great
potential of our relationship. We are ready to move as quickly as you are,” he said.

Ambassador Haas said Bangladesh-US relationship is at a “turning point” and over the past 50

years, the two countries have built a robust relationship together, binding cultures, peoples, and
economies. “And the United States is ready to move as fast as Bangladesh wants to expand and
deepen our ties.”

The envoy said they look to the future and they must recognize that the bilateral relationship will
change. “The reason is simple: Bangladesh has changed.”

Bangladesh is now one of the fastest growing economies in the Indo-Pacific, said Ambassador
Haas, adding that “You are preparing for graduation from Least Developed Country status and
racing ahead toward middle income status.”
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This change brings about a new dynamic, he said and added, “Simply put, the United States
conducts diplomacy with major economies and with regional leaders differently.”

The seminar was chaired by BIISS Chairman Ambassador Kazi Imtiaz Hossain while its
Director General Major General Mohammad Maksudur Rahman delivered the welcome remarks.

Prof Ruksana Kibria of Department of International Relations at DU talked on the topic titled
“The evolving Bangladesh- US relations” while Brig. General (Retd.) Dr M Sakhawat Hossain,
Senior Fellow, South Asian Institute of Policy and Governance, North-South University and
former Election Commissioner of Bangladesh, made a presentation on “Bangladesh-US
Partnership for Enhanced Security in South Asia”.

Ambassador Humayun Kabir, President, Bangladesh Enterprise Institute (BEI) talked about
“Contemporary Dynamics of Bangladesh-US relations and the Way Forward.”

The presentations were followed by the remarks of designated discussant Ambassador Tariq A.
Karim, Director, Center for Bay of Bengal Studies, Independent University Bangladesh.
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Dhaka Tribune, 24 April 2022
Envoy: US will not take any side in election

Peter Haas has also talked about GSOMIA and ACSA agreements which are essential for a
closer defence relationship between Bangladesh and the US

US Ambassador to Bangladesh Peter Haas has said the US will not take any side in the
upcoming elections in Bangladesh and reiterated his government’s commitment across the world
to help countries strengthen democracy.

"Let me be clear: the United States will not pick a side in the upcoming elections. We simply
hope for a democratic process that allows the Bangladeshi people to freely decide who will run
their country,"” said the ambassador while addressing a seminar on Sunday.

Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS) organized the seminar on
“Bangladesh and the United States Relations: Moving Towards Enhanced Cooperation and
Partnership” at the BIISS Auditorium.

Foreign Minister Dr AK Abdul Momen spoke as the chief guest.

The ambassador said the relations between the two countries grew with a series of recent
engagements while two more important engagements would be held in the following months.

Ambassador Haas said the two countries could enhance security cooperation.

The ambassador has also talked about two proposed agreements — General Security of Military
Information Agreement (GSOMIA) and Acquisition and Cross Servicing Agreement (ACSA)
which are "essential” to enabling a closer defence relationship, expanding opportunities for
defence trade, information sharing, and military-to-military cooperation between two countries.

He said there were many misperceptions about these two proposed agreements.
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The Daily Observer, 25 April 2022

Democratic process a must to decide freely who will run BD: US envoy
Diplomatic Correspondent

US Ambassador to Bangladesh Peter Haas said on Sunday that the US hopes for a democratic
process that allows the Bangladeshi people to freely decide who will run their country.

"Let me be clear: the United States will not pick a side in the upcoming elections. We simply
hope for a democratic process that allows the Bangladeshi people to freely decide who will run
their country,"” said the Ambassador.

He made the remarks while addressing a seminar on "Bangladesh and the United States
Relations: Moving Towards Enhanced Cooperation and Partnership™ at Bangladesh Institute of
International and Strategic Studies (BIISS) Auditorium. Foreign Minister Dr AK Abdul Momen
spoke as chief guest, BIISS organized the seminar.

The Ambassador also talked about two proposed agreements - General Security of Military
Information Agreement (GSOMIA) and Acquisition and Cross Servicing Agreement (ACSA)
which are "essential” to enabling a closer defence relationship, expanding opportunities for
defence trade, information sharing, and military-to-military cooperation between two countries.
There are a lot of misperceptions about the GSOMIA and ACSA. They are technical
agreements. They do not reflect an "alliance” or "military pact." Nor do they constitute a broad
and vague defence cooperation agreement, such as the one Bangladesh signed with China in
2002. They are simple building blocks to a closer relationship and to allow us to help your
armed forces advance your own defence goals. And they are common. More than 70 countries
have signed these agreements with us.

"Regarding law enforcement, | will be honest. There is no scope for repeal of sanctions against
the Rapid Action Battalion without concrete action and accountability. We want to see a RAB
that remains effective at combating terrorism, but that does so while respecting basic human
rights," Hass said.

But RAB sanctions do not mean we cannot enhance our strong law enforcement security
cooperation. We will continue to work with Bangladesh to combat transnational crime and
terrorism, enhance border security, and prevent violent extremism, he added.

We continue our support to Counterterrorism and Transnational Crime police, the Anti-
Terrorism Unit, and the specialized units of the Metropolitan Police in Chattogram, Sylhet, and
Rajshahi, he said.

The signing of a proposed Memorandum of Agreement would facilitate our ability to implement
our Anti-Terrorism Assistance training programme and to donate new equipment to the police.
Second, we can work together to promote democracy and protect human rights.

"The United States is not perfect. We have embarked on our own democratic renewal. This
journey includes tackling our own issues with police accountability and ensuring all Americans
can cast their ballots on election day. And we are inviting countries around the world to make
similar commitments to strengthen their democracies,” the US Ambassador said.
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The US Ambassador said the relations between the two countries grew with a series of recent
engagements while two more important engagements will be held in the coming months.
Ambassador Haas said the two countries can enhance security cooperation.

"We are set to open the defence dialogue between the two countries soon... we want to
expanding opportunities for defence trade, information sharing, and military-to-military
cooperation between two countries, the US Ambassador said.

The Seminar was chaired by Ambassador Kazi Imtiaz Hossain, Chairman, BIISS. Maj Gen
Mohammad Maksudur Rahman, OSP, BSP, psc, Director General, BIISS, delivered the
Welcome Address.

Prof Ruksana Kibria, Department of International Relations, University of Dhaka, talked on the
topic titled, "The evolving Bangladesh- US relations”. Brig Gen (Retd.) Dr M Sakhawat Hossain,
Senior Fellow, South Asian Institute of Policy and Governance, North-South University and
former Election Commissioner of Bangladesh, made a presentation on "Bangladesh-US
Partnership for Enhanced Security in South Asia". Ambassador Humayun Kabir, President,
Bangladesh Enterprise Institute (BEI), presented "Contemporary Dynamics of Bangladesh-US
relations and the Way Forward." The presentations were followed by the remarks of designated
Discussant Ambassador Tariq A Karim, Director, Centre for Bay of Bengal Studies, Independent
University Bangladesh.

Taking part in the discussion Foreign Minister Dr AK Abdul Momen said that the US has been
an important partner in Bangladesh's journey towards development.

He thanked the Biden Administration for voting in support of the UNGA Resolution on
"Situation of human rights of Rohingya Muslims and other minorities in Myanmar™ as well as
for the recent recognition of the persecution on Rohingya as Genocide.

"Noting that the Indo-Pacific Strategy is one of the key initiatives in Asia and the Pacific, he
hoped that Bangladesh and the USA will work together to make this region a peaceful one and
create a conducive environment that will bring benefits for all countries,” Momen said.
However, Momen requested the US government to withdraw the sanction on RAB and others.
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The Business Standard

April 25, 2022

US won't take any side in election: Ambassador Haas

The US ambassador said the relations between the two countries grew with a series of recent

engagements

US Ambassador to Bangladesh Peter Haas has said the US will not take any side in the
upcoming elections in Bangladesh and reiterated US commitment across the world to help
countries strengthen democracy.

"Let me be clear. The United States will not pick a side in the upcoming elections. We simply
hope for a democratic process that allows the Bangladeshi people to freely decide who will run
their country,” said the Ambassador while addressing a seminar on Sunday.

Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS) organized the seminar on
"Bangladesh and the United States Relations: Moving Towards Enhanced Cooperation and
Partnership™ at the BIISS Auditorium.

Foreign Minister Dr AK Abdul Momen spoke as the chief guest.

Ambassador Haas said, "The United States is not perfect. We have embarked on our own
democratic renewal. This journey includes tackling our own issues with police accountability
and ensuring all Americans can cast their ballots on election day. And we are inviting countries
around the world to make similar commitments to strengthen their democracies.

"I am pleased Foreign Minister Momen has stated that Bangladesh will welcome international
observers during the next election.”

He also welcomed the law minister's commitment to reform the Digital Security Act to prevent
further abuses.
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"Holding an election consistent with international standards is not just about the day votes are
actually cast. In effect, the elections have already started. Truly democratic elections require the
space for civic discourse to take place, an environment where journalists can investigate without
fear, and the ability for civil society organizations to advocate broadly," he added.

The US Ambassador further said the relations between the two countries grew with a series of
recent engagements while two more important engagements will be held in the coming months.

He further said the two countries can enhance security cooperation.

The ambassador also talked about two proposed agreements - the General Security of Military
Information Agreement (GSOMIA) and the Acquisition and Cross Servicing Agreement (ACSA)
which are "essential” to enabling a closer defence relationship, expanding opportunities for
defence trade, information sharing, and military-to-military cooperation between two countries.

He said there are many misperceptions about these two proposed agreements.

Source: https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/us-wont-take-any-side-election-ambassador-haas-
408858
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New Age
April 25, 2022
No sanctions withdrawal without concrete action: US ambassador

Staff Correspondent | Published: 00:48, Apr 25,2022
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The Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies holds a seminar titled
‘Bangladesh and the United States Relations: Moving towards Enhanced Cooperation and
Partnership’ at the auditorium of the institute in Dhaka on Sunday. — New Age photo

The US Ambassador in Bangladesh, Peter Haas, said on Sunday that there was no scope for
repeal of sanctions against the Rapid Action Battalion without concrete action and
accountability.

“There is no scope for repeal of sanctions against the Rapid Action Battalion without concrete
action and accountability,” he told a seminar on ‘Bangladesh and the United States relations:
Moving towards enhanced cooperation and partnership’ in the city.

Describing the US-Bangladesh relationship as being at a turning point, the diplomat said, ‘The
United States is ready to hit the gas to enhance our partnership and realise the great potential of
our relationship. We are ready to move as quickly as you are.’

He said that they wanted to see the battalion effective at combatting terrorism but respecting
basic human rights.

‘But RAB sanctions do not mean we cannot enhance our strong law enforcement security
cooperation,’ Peter Haas said.
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He said that the United States would not pick a side in the upcoming elections and hope
Bangladeshi people to freely decide who to run their country.

Bangladesh Institute for International and Strategic Studies organised the seminar at its
auditorium marking 50 years of Bangladesh’s diplomatic relation with the United States.

Addressing the seminar, foreign minister AK Abdul Momen requested the US government to
reexamine the issue of the sanctions, saying that the RAB had done excellent jobs.

Momen mentioned that the US administration did not support Bangladesh’s War of
Independence, which, he said, did not matter as the US people, including intellectuals, had their
support for Bangladesh, its democracy and justice and human rights.

The battalion’s director general Chowdhury Abdullah Al-Mamun in the open session said that
the battalion had acquired a good number of equipment, including helicopters, from the United
States and it now needed more engagement with the US Embassy here.

‘Let me be clear, the United States will not pick a side in the upcoming elections. We simply
hope for a democratic process that allows the Bangladeshi people to freely decide who will run
their country,” Peter Haas said.

He said that truly democratic elections required the space for civic discourse to take place, an
environment where journalists could investigate without fear, and the ability for civil society
organisations to advocate broadly.

He said that he was pleased that foreign minister Momen had stated that Bangladesh would
welcome international observers in the next election.

‘I also welcome the law minister’s commitment to reform the Digital Security Act to prevent
further abuses. Holding an election consistent with international standards is not just about the
day votes are actually cast. In effect, the elections have already started,” he continued.

Dhaka University international relations professor Ruksana Kibria made a presentation on ‘The
Evolving Bangladesh-US Relations’ while former election commissioner retired brigadier
general M Sakhawat Hossain presented a paper titled ‘Bangladesh-US Partnership for Enhanced
Security in South Asia’ at the event chaired by BIISS chairman Kazi Imtiaz Hossain.

The US Treasury Department on December 10 slapped sanctions on the RAB and its seven
current and former officials for serious human rights violations.

The sanction will not only restrict the entry of the individual in the United States but their
property, if any found in the country, will also be blocked, according to a release by the US
Treasury Department.

Source: https://www.newagebd.net/article/168942/no-sanctions-withdrawal-without-concrete-
action-us-ambassador
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Sanctions on RAB won’t be lifted without concrete action: Peter Haas
Diplomatic Correspondent

Dhaka

Published: 24 Apr 2022, 22:44

US ambassador to Bangladesh Peter Haas on Sunday said US sanctions on Rapid Action
Battalion (RAB) would not be lifted if concrete action was are not taken and accountability not
ensured.

“There is no scope for repeal of sanctions against the Rapid Action Battalion without concrete
action and accountability. We want to see a RAB that remains effective at combatting terrorism,
but that does so while respecting basic human rights,” Peter Haas said while speaking at a
seminar.

Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (B1ISS) organised the seminar on
“Bangladesh and the United States Relations: Moving towards Enhanced Cooperation and
Partnership” at the BIISS auditorium.

The United States imposed sanctions on RAB and its six current and former officials on the
allegation of gross violation of human rights last December. Bangladesh has been requesting the
US authorities lift the sanctions since then.

The US envoy, however, said that the RAB sanctions do not mean the two countries cannot
enhance security cooperation.

“We will continue to work with Bangladesh to combat transnational crime and terrorism,
enhance border security, and prevent violent extremism. We continue our support to
Counterterrorism and Transnational Crime police, the Anti-Terrorism Unit, and the specialised
units of the Metropolitan Police in Chattogram, Sylhet, and Rajshahi,” he added.

US not to take any side in next election

Regarding the next general election due to be held at the end of 2023, the US ambassador said
his country would not take any side during the election.

“Let me be clear, the United States will not pick a side in the upcoming elections. We simply
hope for a democratic process that allows the Bangladeshi people to freely decide who will run
their country.”

Stating that US and Bangladesh can work together to promote democracy and protect human

rights, the ambassador said he is pleased that the foreign minister of Bangladesh AK Abul
Momen has stated that Bangladesh will welcome international observers during the next election.
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“Holding an election consistent with international standards is not just about the day votes are
actually cast. In effect, the elections have already started. Truly democratic elections require the
space for civic discourse to take place, an environment where journalists can investigate without
fear, and the ability for civil society organizations to advocate broadly,” the US ambassador said.

Regarding the shortcomings of democracy in the US, Peter Haas said, “The United States is not
perfect. We have embarked on our own democratic renewal. This journey includes tackling our
own issues with police accountability and ensuring all Americans can cast their ballots on
Election Day. And we are inviting countries around the world to make similar commitments to
strengthen their democracies.”

The US ambassador also welcomed the law minister’s commitment to reform the Digital
Security Act to prevent further abuses of the law.

He also talked about two proposed agreements - General Security of Military Information
Agreement (GSOMIA) and Acquisition and Cross Servicing Agreement (ACSA).

Speaking at the seminar as chief guest, AK Abdul Momen, MP, noted that the US has been an
important partner in Bangladesh’s journey towards development.

He thanked the Biden administration for voting in support of the UNGA Resolution on
“Situation of human rights of Rohingya Muslims and other minorities in Myanmar” as well as
for the recent recognition of the persecution on Rohingya as Genocide.

Noting that the Indo-Pacific Strategy is one of the key initiatives in Asia and the Pacific, he
hoped that Bangladesh and the USA will work together to make this region a peaceful one and
create a conducive environment that will bring benefits for all countries.

Chaired by BIISS chairman ambassador Kazi Imtiaz Hossain, director general of BIISS major
general Mohammad Maksudur Rahman delivered the welcome address at the seminar.

Professor Ruksana Kibria of International Relations department of University of Dhaka, former
Election Commissioner brigadier general (Retd.) M Sakhawat Hossain, ambassador Humayun
Kabir, president of Bangladesh Enterprise Institute (BEI), ambassador Tarig A Karim, director of
Center for Bay of Bengal Studies, Independent University Bangladesh, among others spoke at
the seminar.

Source: https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/sanctions-on-rab-wont-be-lifted-without-
concrete-action-peter-haas
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US won't take sides in election: Amb Haas
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Dhaka, April 24: US Ambassador to Bangladesh Peter Haas has said the US will not take any
side in the upcoming elections in Bangladesh and reiterated US commitment across the world to
help countries strengthen democracy.

“Let me be clear: the United States will not pick a side in the upcoming elections. We simply
hope for a democratic process that allows the Bangladeshi people to freely decide who will run
their country,” he said while addressing a seminar on Sunday.

Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS) organized the seminar on “Bangladesh
and the United States Relations: Moving towards Enhanced Cooperation and Partnership” at the BIISS
auditorium.

Foreign Minister Dr AK Abdul Momen spoke as the chief guest at the event in which the US
envoy highlighted three areas ripe for growth in the bilateral relationship - security, human rights
and democracy, and economic ties.

Ambassador Haas said the two countries can work together to promote democracy and protect

human rights and acknowledged that the United States is not perfect. “As the relationship grows,
the conversation broadens.”
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"We have embarked on our own democratic renewal. This journey includes tackling our own
issues with police accountability and ensuring all Americans can cast their ballots on election
day,” he said, adding that they are inviting countries around the world to make similar
commitments to strengthen their democracies.

Ambassador Haas said he is pleased Foreign Minister Momen stated that Bangladesh will
welcome international observers during the next election.

He also welcomed the Law Minister’s commitment to reform the Digital Security Act to prevent
further abuses.

“Holding an election consistent with international standards is not just about the day votes are
actually cast,” Ambassador Haas mentioned.

In effect, he said, the elections have already started. “Truly democratic elections require the
space for civic discourse to take place, an environment where journalists can investigate without
fear, and the ability for civil society organizations to advocate broadly.”

Enhanced Security Cooperation

The US Ambassador said the relations between the two countries grew with a series of recent
engagements while two more important engagements will be held in the coming months and the
two countries can increase the security cooperation.

He talked about two proposed agreements - General Security of Military Information Agreement
(GSOMIA) and Acquisition and Cross Servicing Agreement (ACSA) which are "essential” to
enabling a closer defence relationship, expanding opportunities for defence trade, information
sharing, and military-to-military cooperation between the two countries.

The Ambassador said GSOMIA would set ground rules for exchanging sensitive information
about military procurements.

This framework would enable Bangladesh to modernize its military with U.S. technology,
contributing to Bangladesh’s Forces Goal 2030, he said.

Meanwhile ACSA would allow the two militaries to offer each other assistance on the high seas,
to lend equipment or spare parts when an aircraft, vehicle, or vessel is in trouble, or to simply
exchange fuel and food, the ambassador said.

An ACSA has a real-world impact on safety and interoperability, like when a vessel ends up
stranded in the Port of Beirut after the 2020 explosion or during joint humanitarian relief efforts
in the Bay of Bengal, said Ambassador Haas.

“There are a lot of misperceptions about the GSOMIA and ACSA. They are technical

agreements. They do not reflect an “alliance” or “military pact.” Nor do they constitute a broad
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and vague defense cooperation agreement, such as the one Bangladesh signed with China in
2002,” he mentioned.

The US envoy said the proposed deals are simple building blocks to a closer relationship and to
allow them to help Bangladesh’s armed forces advance its own defense goals. “And they are
common. More than 70 countries have signed these agreements with us.”

Regarding law enforcement and sanctions, the Ambassador made it clear that there is no scope
for repeal of sanctions against the Rapid Action Battalion without concrete action and
accountability. “I will be honest.”

He said they want to see a RAB that remains effective at combatting terrorism, but that does so
while respecting basic human rights.

“But RAB sanctions do not mean we cannot enhance our strong law enforcement security
cooperation. We will continue to work with Bangladesh to combat transnational crime and
terrorism, enhance border security, and prevent violent extremism,” Ambassador Haas said.

He said they will continue their support to Counterterrorism and Transnational Crime policing,
the Anti-Terrorism Unit, and the specialized units of the Metropolitan Police in Chattogram,
Sylhet, and Rajshahi.

The signing of a proposed Memorandum of Agreement would facilitate implementation of the
Anti-Terrorism Assistance training program and to donate new equipment to the police, said the
US envoy.

Economic Ties

Ambassador Haas said the United States is ready to move the economic relationship forward.
Next month, he will welcome the inaugural visit of the Executive Committee of the U.S.-
Bangladesh Business Council.

He announced that the U.S. Embassy will welcome the first ever full-time attaché from the U.S.
Department of Commerce this summer. “This is a testament to the importance we place on
growing our two-way trade and investment relationship.”

As a middle-income country, Bangladesh will be competing on equal footing with major
economies.

Issues like intellectual property rights, supply chain efficiencies, access to quality higher
education, and a transparent and inclusive business environment will become ever more
important.

“How Bangladesh regulates internet activity will also impact foreign investment and the
willingness of companies to do business in Bangladesh,” said the US envoy.
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New Opportunities

For instance, the envoy said, the newly established U.S. International Development Finance
Corporation (or DFC) has a $4 billion active portfolio in South Asia across multiple sectors
including clean energy, agriculture, healthcare, and banking.

Unfortunately, he said, the DFC is unable to operate in Bangladesh for the same reason
Bangladesh is ineligible for the Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) trade benefit: a lack of
labor rights.

"The United States is ready to hit the gas to enhance our partnership and realize the great
potential of our relationship. We are ready to move as quickly as you are,” he said.

Ambassador Haas said Bangladesh-US relationship is at a “turning point” and over the past 50
years, the two countries have built a robust relationship together, binding cultures, peoples, and
economies. “And the United States is ready to move as fast as Bangladesh wants to expand and
deepen our ties.”

The envoy said they look to the future and they must recognize that the bilateral relationship will
change. “The reason is simple: Bangladesh has changed.”

Bangladesh is now one of the fastest growing economies in the Indo-Pacific, said Ambassador
Haas, adding that “You are preparing for graduation from Least Developed Country status and
racing ahead toward middle income status.”

This change brings about a new dynamic, he said and added, “Simply put, the United States
conducts diplomacy with major economies and with regional leaders differently.”

The seminar was chaired by BIISS Chairman Ambassador Kazi Imtiaz Hossain while its
Director General Major General Mohammad Maksudur Rahman delivered the welcome remarks.

Prof Ruksana Kibria of Department of International Relations at DU talked on the topic titled
“The evolving Bangladesh- US relations” while Brig. General (Retd.) Dr M Sakhawat Hossain,
Senior Fellow, South Asian Institute of Policy and Governance, North-South University and
former Election Commissioner of Bangladesh, made a presentation on “Bangladesh-US
Partnership for Enhanced Security in South Asia”.

Ambassador Humayun Kabir, President, Bangladesh Enterprise Institute (BEI) talked about
“Contemporary Dynamics of Bangladesh-US relations and the Way Forward.”

The presentations were followed by the remarks of designated discussant Ambassador Tariq A.
Karim, Director, Center for Bay of Bengal Studies, Independent University Bangladesh.

Source: https://www.daily-sun.com/post/617469/US-wont-take-sides-in-election:-Amb-Haas
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Washington will not pick side in Bangladesh’s polls: HAAS
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DHAKA, April 24, 2022 (BSS) — Foreign Minister Dr AK Abdul Momen today said Dhaka
would welcome observers from the United States to monitor the upcoming 2023 general
elections as US Ambassador Peter Haas said Washington would strictly maintain its neutrality as
far as Bangladesh polls were concerned.

“I have invited all . . . anyone (who) wants come and observe (the polls) . . . you (also) are
most welcome to come with your (US) observers,” Momen told a Bangladesh Institute of
International and Strategic Studies (BIISS) seminar.

Bangladesh, he said, established all required instruments that for holding free, fair, transparent
elections.

Momen’s comments came as the newly appointed US envoy in Dhaka said his country simply
expected a democratic process to be followed that would allow Bangladeshis to freely decide
who would run their country.

"(But) Let me be clear. The United States will not pick a side in the upcoming elections,” Hass
told the seminar titled "Bangladesh and the United States Relations: Moving towards Enhanced
Cooperation and Partnership™ at the BIISS auditorium.
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The ambassador touched upon various issues related to US-Bangladesh bilateral ties in areas
including economy, law enforcement, defense and strategic cooperation, democracy, human
rights and people to people contact.

“The US-Bangladesh relationship is at a turning point. The US is ready to hit the gas to
enhance our partnership and realise the great potential of our relationship ... we are ready to
move as quickly as you are,” he said.

Law enforcement

Hass said the US sanctions against Bangladesh’s elite anti-crime Rapid Action Battallion (RAB)
did not mean the US could not enhance strong law enforcement security cooperation with
Bangladesh but ruled out possibilities of scrapping the sanctions without concrete actions to
ensure RAB’s accountibility.

“I will be honest. There is no scope for repeal of sanctions against the Rapid Action Battalion
without concrete action and accountability.”

He said the US wanted to see a RAB that remains effective at combating terrorism, but that
“does so while respecting basic human rights”.

“We will continue to work with Bangladesh to combat transnational crime and terrorism,
enhance border security, and prevent violent extremism,” he said.

Bangladesh and the United States earlier agreed on a proposal to enhance police capacities to
fight terrorism with enhanced US assistance.

Hass said the signing of the proposed Memorandum of Agreement would facilitate the US
ability to implement “our Anti-Terrorism Assistance training programme and to donate new
equipment to the different units of Bangladesh police”.

Security cooperation
“We can increase our security cooperation,” Haas said adding that the two countries were
already engaged as peers in the defense sphere and the engagement could be strengthened further
over joint military exercises by “bringing in other like-minded mutual partners.”

He said Washington and Dhaka could move forward on two basic foundational agreements -

General Security of Military Information Agreement (GSOMIA) and Acquisition and Cross-
Servicing Agreement (ACSA).
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"There are a lot of misperceptions about the GSOMIA and ACSA. They are technical
agreements. They do not reflect an "alliance™ or "military pact,” Haas said adding these
agreements don't constitute a "broad and vague defense cooperation agreement”, such as the one
Bangladesh signed with China in 2002.

He said the GSOMIA would set ground rules for exchanging sensitive information about military
procurements which enable Dhaka to modernize its military with US technology, contributing to
Bangladesh's Forces Goal 2030.

On the other hand, the envoy said the ACSA would allow US militaries to offer each other
assistance on the high seas, to lend equipment or spare parts when an aircraft, vehicle, or vessel
is in trouble, or to simply exchange fuel and food.

Economic cooperation

The ambassador said Bangladesh is now one of the fastest growing economies in the Indo-
Pacific while the country is racing ahead toward middle income status.

"This change brings about a new dynamic. Simply put, the United States conducts diplomacy
with major economies and with regional leaders differently," he said.

The ambassador said Washington is ready to move the economic relationship forward with
Bangladesh while the first ever full-time attach, from the US Department of Commerce will be
posted at here in this summer.

"This is a testament to the importance we place on growing our two-way trade and investment
relationship,” he said.

Next month, the ambassador said the Executive Committee of the U.S.-Bangladesh Business
Council will pay its maiden visit here.

"How Bangladesh regulates internet activity will also impact foreign investment and the
willingness of companies to do business in Bangladesh,” he added.

The envoy said the US is committed to supporting Bangladesh's labor rights journey, including
through targeted development assistance while a new attach, from the US Department of Labor
is scheduled to join US embassy here next year to enhance cooperation in this regards.

Source: https://www.bssnews.net/news-flash/57684
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