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Bangladesh-Nepal on same page to revitalise SAARC: Nepali envoy
Staff Correspondent
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Ambassador of Nepal to Bangladesh Ghanshyam Bhandari on Sunday said in Dhaka that
the two countries were on the same page to revive the South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation, also known as SAARC that has remained non-functional for about
a decade.

Underlining the need for more economic cooperation between the two south Asian
nations during a country lecture, he said that both Bangladesh and Nepal would be
graduating from the Least Developing Country by 2026 and they could work together to
overcome their challenges ahead.

‘As per the SAARC Charter, all member countries have to agree on it...Nepal being the
current chair is working to mobilise others. The last SAARC Summit was held in
Kathmandu in 2014. ‘Nepal and Bangladesh are on the same page to revitalise SAARC,



said the Nepalese envoy in response to a question after his lecture on ‘Bangladesh-Nepal
Ties: Towards A New Height’ organised by the Bangladesh Institute of International and
Strategic Studies at its auditorium in the city.

The heads of state or government, according to the SAARC Charter, shall meet once a
year or more often as and when considered necessary by the Member States.

SAARC, the top platform for regional cooperation in South Asia, has failed to bring
together the heads of member states or government since the postponement of a
summit in 2016 amid India-Pakistan rivalries.

In the lecture, the diplomat said that Bangladesh had already been importing 40
megawatt hydroelectricity from Nepal through the Indian grid since November 15, 2024
and import of more 500MW was under discussion as they were establishing a
hydropower plant of that capacity with the support of India.

Bangladeshi pharmaceuticals have a huge market in Nepal, he said, adding that both the
countries having affinity in language and culture could enhance cooperation in many
more areas including tourism and education and boost bilateral trade also.

Ghanshyam said that the Nepali business community was looking the Mongla Port as
Bangladesh allowed the landlocked country to use both Chattrogram and Mongla
seaports for trade with any third country.

The envoy said that both the countries were working for long on the Preferential Trade
Agreement

He said that around 2,700 Nepali students, mostly medical students, were currently
studying in Bangladesh.

He said that tourists from Bangladesh to Nepal were increasing. In 2024, about 50,000
tourists from Bangladesh visited Nepal, the diplomat mentioned.

Dhaka University international relations professor Niloy Ranjan Biswas also made a
presentation on the occasion with BIISS chairman AFM Gousal Azam Sarker in the chair.
BIISS director general Major General Iftekhar Anis delivered the welcome address at the
event.

Source: https://www.newagebd.net/post/foreign-affairs/262820/bangladesh-nepal-on-

same-page-to-revitalise-saarc-nepali-envoy
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Bangladesh, Nepal to work together to revive Saarc
'Saarc is a very important organization for the region, and we are committed to working
for its rejuvenation’

Bangladesh and Nepal will work together to revive Saarc, a crucial organization for South
Asia, Nepalese Ambassador Ghanshyam Bhandari said.

Speaking at a seminar on Bangladesh-Nepal relations organized by the Bangladesh
Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS) on Sunday, the ambassador
highlighted the importance of collective efforts in revitalizing the organization.

“Nepal has been chairing Saarc for the past 10 years. As Saarc functions through
unanimous decisions, no summit, cabinet, or any other meeting can be held without
consensus,” he said.

The ambassador added that Nepal, as the current chair, continues to perform its
responsibilities and will maintain its efforts. “l want to assure you that Nepal and
Bangladesh share the same spirit regarding Saarc’s revival. Saarc is a very important
organization for the region, and we are committed to working for its rejuvenation,” he
said.

On bilateral ties, Ambassador Bhandari said all tariff and non-tariff barriers must be
removed to fully utilize trade opportunities.

Although Nepal has access to use Mongla Port, most of the trade between the two
countries currently takes place through the Bangla Bandha land port. The limited use of
the sea port is mainly due to the long distance and high costs, he explained.
Highlighting the prospects of cooperation in hydropower, the ambassador noted that
Nepal’s capacity for hydropower generation and Bangladesh’s demand for electricity
create a win-win situation. He said 40MW of electricity is already being transmitted from
Nepal to Bangladesh via India’s grid, opening new opportunities for both nations.

Source: https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/government-

affairs/379158/bangladesh-nepal-to-work-together-to-revive-saarc



https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/government-affairs/379158/bangladesh-nepal-to-work-together-to-revive-saarc
https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/government-affairs/379158/bangladesh-nepal-to-work-together-to-revive-saarc

Business Mirror
20 April 2025

Bangladesh-Nepal Ties: Towards A New Height

Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS) organised a Country
Lecture on “Bangladesh-Nepal Ties: Towards A New Height” on Sunday, 20 April 2025, at
the BIISS auditorium. H E Mr Ghanshyam Bhandari, Ambassador of Nepal to the
Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh, was the Distinguished Guest
Speaker at the Country Lecture. Ambassador AFM Gousal Azam Sarker, Chairman, BIISS,
Chaired the Session. Major General Iftekhar Anis, BSP, awc, afwc, psc, PEng, Director
General, BIISS, delivered the welcome address. Dr Niloy Ranjan Biswas, Professor,
Department of International Relations, University of Dhaka, set the tone of the Country
Lecture. Distinguished Guest Speaker of the country lecture, Ambassador Bhandari
noted that Bangladesh and Nepal share geographical proximity and historical, cultural,
and economic bonds. In recent years, the two countries have taken significant strides to
deepen bilateral engagement, especially in trade, connectivity, energy cooperation, and
people-to-people contact. This evolving partnership holds immense potential for mutual
growth and regional integration. He also added that Nepal, being landlocked, can benefit
from using Bangladeshi ports for international trade. In turn, Bangladesh can benefit
from importing clean, renewable hydropower from Nepal to meet its rising energy
demands. As physical connectivity remains a major challenge and opportunity in
Bangladesh-Nepal relations, improved transport links—whether road, rail, or air—are
crucial for enhancing trade and people-to-people contacts. Learned audiences expressed
their firm belief that in the larger context of South Asian geopolitics, a strong
Bangladesh-Nepal partnership can contribute significantly to regional stability and
prosperity. As both countries strive to reduce overdependence on any single partner and
diversify their foreign relations, their bilateral cooperation can serve as a model for
pragmatic diplomacy rooted in mutual interest. Senior officials from different ministries,
diplomatic missions, media, researchers, academicians and students from various
universities, representatives from different think tanks, international organisations,
actively participated in the country lecture and enriched it by presenting their valuable
opinions, comments, suggestions, and observations during the open discussion session.

Source: https://bmirror.net/bangladesh-nepal-ties-towards-a-new-height/
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Dhaka, Kathmandu share common vision for reviving SAARC: Nepalese
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Nepalese Ambassador to Bangladesh, Ghanshyam Bhandari, on Sunday stated that
Bangladesh and Nepal hold similar perspectives regarding the revitalization of the South
Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC).

He emphasized that Nepal, being a landlocked country, sees significant potential in
utilizing Bangladeshi ports to facilitate international trade and boost regional
cooperation.

The ambassador made these observations while speaking at a seminar titled
"Bangladesh-Nepal Bond: Towards New Heights," organized by the Bangladesh Institute
of International and Strategic Studies (BIS) in Dhaka on Sunday.


https://www.observerbd.com/author/Tanvir-Raihan

Highlighting the scope for bilateral collaboration, Mr. Bhandari noted that Bangladesh
could greatly benefit from importing clean and renewable hydropower from Nepal to
meet its increasing energy demands. He stressed that physical connectivity—especially
through road, rail, and air routes—remains both a major challenge and an opportunity.
Improving this connectivity, he said, is vital for enhancing trade and communication
between the two nations.

Referring to SAARC’s stagnation, the ambassador stated that the last summit was held in
Kathmandu in 2014, and since then, no subsequent summit or ministerial meeting has
taken place due to lack of consensus among member states. While technical committees
and working groups under SAARC continue to operate, significant political-level progress
has been absent. Nevertheless, he affirmed that both Bangladesh and Nepal remain
committed to advancing regional body’s objectives.

Bhandari further remarked that Bangladesh and Nepal enjoy close geographical
proximity and share strong historical, cultural, and economic bonds. In recent years, the
relationship between two countries has seen substantial progress in areas such as trade,
connectivity, energy cooperation, and people-to-people engagement. He described the
growing partnership as one that holds immense promise for mutual growth and regional
integration.

The seminar also featured remarks from Dr. Niloy Ranjan Biswas, Professor of
International Relations at University of Dhaka. Participants in open session highlighted
the strategic value of Bangladesh-Nepal partnership in contributing to regional peace
and prosperity.

They observed that both countries are seeking to diversify their foreign engagements
and reduce dependency on traditional alignments, suggesting that the cooperation
between Dhaka and Kathmandu could serve as a model for pragmatic diplomacy in
South Asia.

The session was chaired by BIS Chairman Ambassador AFM Gausul Azam Sarkar, while
BIS Director General Major General Iftekhar Anis delivered the welcome address.

Source: https://www.observerbd.com/news/521822
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Dhaka, Kathmandu hold identical position to revitalizing SAARC: envoy

ot 7y

Nepalese Ambassador Ghanshyam Bhandari. -File Photo

DHAKA, April 20, 2025 (BSS) - Nepalese Ambassador Ghanshyam Bhandari today
said Dhaka and Kathmandu share identical views on advancing SAARC, stressing
the need for renewed political will among member states to revive the

regional cooperation platform.

He made the remark as the guest of honor while addressing a seminar titled
"Bangladesh-Nepal Bond: Towards New Heights" organized by the Bangladesh
Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS) at its auditorium in

the capital.

The envoy noted that the last SAARC Summit was held in Kathmandu in 2014, and
no further summits have taken place since then. Since that time, Nepal has
been serving as the Chair of SAARC.

Although the technical committees and working groups of SAARC remain active,
there has been limited progress at the political level, he observed.

Ambassador Bhandari said that without unanimous consent from all member
states, it is not possible to move forward the SAARC.



Highlighting the growing bilateral ties between Dhaka and Kathmandu, the
ambassador said the two countries share strong geographical, historical,

cultural and economic bonds.

He noted that in recent years, there has been substantial progress in the

areas of trade, connectivity, energy cooperation and people-to-people

contact.

This expanding partnership holds immense potential for mutual development and
deeper regional integration, Bhandari said.

He pointed out that as a landlocked country, Nepal can benefit from using
Bangladeshi ports to facilitate international trade.

Conversely, Bangladesh could meet its growing energy demands through the
import of renewable hydropower from Nepal.

Noting that Enhanced physical connectivity is crucial for facilitating trade

and promoting people-to-people engagement, the envoy stressed the importance
of improving road, rail and air links between the two nations.

At the seminar, Professor Dr Niloy Ranjan Biswas of the Department of
International Relations at the University of Dhaka echoed similar sentiments

on regional cooperation and bilateral synergies.

BIISS Chairman Ambassador A F M Gausul Azam Sarker presided over the seminar,
while BIISS Director General Major General Md Iftekhar Anis delivered the
welcome address.

Source: https://www.bssnews.net/news/264953
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