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Trade has gained importance in Bangladesh-Maldives relations:
Maldivian High Commissioner to Bangladesh
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Maldives High Commissioner to Bangladesh Sheunin Rashid said that the current status of
Bangladesh-Maldives relations, ways to further expand relations, existing and potential areas of
cooperation, future directions and other important issues were discussed. And trade has gained
considerable importance between us.

She made these remarks at a seminar titled ‘Mail to Dhaka: Strengthening Bangladesh-Maldives
Bilateral Cooperation’ organized by the Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies
(BIISS) on Thursday.

Responding to questions from journalists at the event, the High Commissioner said that this is an
internal matter of Bangladesh and India. Since India's transshipment is mainly related to
Bangladesh, it will not have any impact on India and Maldives.

She also said that the biometric registration process of Bangladeshis working in the Maldives is
underway and work is being done to complete it by April 30.

The High Commissioner further said that the current status of Bangladesh-Maldives relations,
ways to further expand the relationship, existing and potential areas of cooperation, future
directions and other important issues were discussed. And trade between us has gained
considerable importance.
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She further said that through increased cooperation between the two sides, there are also
discussions on addressing common vulnerabilities such as climate change risks, geopolitical
instability, economic challenges, changes in regional and global order, etc.

The High Commissioner of Maldives also said that we send many students to the medical sector
in Bangladesh. And the financial money we get from our travel is 30 percent of our GDP. So we
have talked to Bangladesh for the development of our agriculture.

Senior Secretary of the Ministry of Expatriates’ Welfare Dr. Niamat Ullah Bhuiyan, Associate
Professor of Dhaka University Obaidul Haque and other eminent personalities were present at the
seminar.

The speakers highlighted that there is a huge scope for cooperation between Bangladesh and
Maldives in the maritime connectivity, trade, tourism, fisheries and healthcare sectors.

Senior officials of various ministries of Bangladesh, foreign diplomatic missions, media,
businessmen, teachers and students of various universities, researchers, representatives of various
think tanks, representatives of international organizations participated enthusiastically in the
lecture and enriched it by presenting their valuable views, comments, suggestions and observations
in the open discussion session.

To further clarify the presentation, Associate Professor Md. Obaidul Haque, Department of
International Relations, University of Dhaka, presented a presentation on Bangladesh-Maldives
Relations: Rethinking Bilateral Relations and Pathways to Cooperation. An open discussion
session was held in it.

Dr. Neyamat Ullah Bhuiyan, Senior Secretary, Ministry of Expatriates’ Welfare andOverseas
Employment, was the special guest in the lecture.
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Collaboration stressed between Dhaka, Male to address common challenges

The discussion focused on Bangladesh-Maldives ties, their evolution, current status, potential
areas of cooperation, and future directions

Speakers at a lecture session underlined the need for enhancing collaboration between
Bangladesh and Maldives to address common challenges of the two South Asian nations.

Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS) organized the lecture under
its Country Lecture Series (CLS) titled “From Malé to Dhaka: Strengthening Bangladesh-
Maldives Bilateral Cooperation” at its auditorium in the capital on Thursday.

Speakers brought in various aspects of Bangladesh-Maldives ties, shed light on their evolution,
current status, how to further broaden the ties, existing and potential areas of cooperation, future
directions and other important issues.

Mutual trade received substantial focus in the lecture while there were discussions on addressing
common vulnerabilities like climate change risks, geopolitical instability, economic challenges,
shifts in regional and global order.

Maldives High Commissioner to Bangladesh Shiuneen Rasheed was the distinguished guest
speaker at the event while BIISS Director General Major General Iftekhar Anis delivered the
welcome address.

Expatriates’ Welfare and Overseas Employment ministry’s senior secretary Dr Neyamat Ullah
Bhuiyan was the special guest at the lecture.

Md Obaidul Haque, associate professor of department of international relations, University of
Dhaka, delivered a presentation on Bangladesh-Maldives Relations: Revisiting Bilateral
Relations and Avenues for Cooperation.

BIISS chairman Ambassador AFM Gousal Azam Sarker chaired and wrapped the session up
with some remarks.

Senior officials from different ministries of Bangladesh, foreign diplomatic missions, media,
businesspeople, teachers and students from various universities, researchers, representatives from
various think tanks, international organizations, enthusiastically participated in the lecture.






