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BIISS seminar : Relations with China should be considered holistically
e Govt’s focus on defence and economic cooperation
e Reevaluation of Chinese loan interest terms is necessary
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Foreign affairs adviser Md. Touhid Hossain addresses a seminar "Bangladesh-China Relations: A
Future Outlook" jointly organised by Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies
and Centre for China Studies with the help of the Chinese embassy in Dhaka on 14 October
2024BSS

The future of relations with China should be viewed holistically, taking into account the post-
revolutionary situation, in the context of the significant political change in the history of
Bangladesh.

Bangladesh wants to put emphasis on defence and economic cooperation for the interests of
the future of the relationship between the two countries.

Besides, it is also necessary to reevaluate the various conditions of Chinese loans taking into
account the current financial crisis in the country.

Experts made such remarks in a discussion on the future of Bangladesh-China relations at a
hotel in the capital on Monday.

Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS) and Centre for China Studies
(S11S-DU) jointly organised the discussion with the help of the Chinese embassy in Dhaka.
Addressing the opening session of the seminar as the chief guest, foreign affairs adviser Md
Touhid Hossain said that Bangladesh has witnessed the most significant political change in its
history. As a result, the future of Bangladesh-China relations in the post-revolutionary context
must be taken into consideration from a wider perspective.



Hinting that the interim government wants to continue defence cooperation between
Bangladesh and China, Touhid Hossain said, defence is an important element of the relationship
between the two countries.

He further said the course of Bangladesh and various other factors, especially in the post-
revolution situation, may impact the relationship with China.

Political stability in Bangladesh and the changing context of regional and global politics are
included among those factors.

Hinting that the interim government wants to continue defence cooperation between
Bangladesh and China, Touhid Hossain said, defence is an important element of the relationship
between the two countries.

He mentioned that China is an important supplier of arms to Bangladesh. China also trains
members of the armed forces of Bangladesh. Bangladesh wants more defence cooperation from
China to modernise the army in the future.

In his speech, the foreign adviser put emphasis on the removal of non-tariff barriers for
Bangladeshi products in the Chinese market in order to eliminate the trade imbalance between
the two countries.

It is important to reevaluate the Chinese loan conditions in the context of the current economic
pressure in Bangladesh, he pointed out.

Speaking about the trade deficit between the two countries, Touhid said, “It would be better for
us if it is possible to increase exports to China through Chinese investment in Bangladesh. Some
projects are going on with the help of China and we hope to have an impact on the country’s
economy.”

It would be better for us if it is possible to increase exports to China through Chinese investment
in Bangladesh

Foreign affairs adviser Md Touhid Hossain

Stating that China and others are helping on the Rohingya issue, the foreign adviser said,
“Unfortunately, such initiatives have not yet brought any results. | think China has an influence
over Myanmar and that is a reality. China should play a greater role in this matter so that the
Rohingyas can return to their country with their rights and safety.”

Head of the National White Paper Drafting Committee and honorary fellow at Centre for Policy
Dialogue (CPD), Debapriya Bhattacharya, also spoke at the event.

He said trade does not depend only on market facilities. Its expansion also depends on the
process.

"That is why, we have to take into consideration the issue of non-tariff barriers for the sake of
the future of relations in getting 100 per cent benefits for the Bangladeshi products in the
Chinese market," Debapriya Bhattacharya.

Putting emphasis on bringing changes in the process of Chinese loans to Bangladesh, he said
that if you look at Bangladesh’s foreign loans, you will see that about US $5.6 billion will go to
China. It is about 10 per cent of Bangladesh’s total foreign debt. As a result, debt repayment has
become a growing challenge for Bangladesh.

Debapriya further said Chinese debt includes supply debt, which has a shorter repayment
period. The grace period is also less. Besides, the terms are stricter and commitment charges



are higher. It should be considered if there are opportunities to bring changes in those in the
future.

He pointed out that the Karnaphuli tunnel will not be financially sustainable unless there is
proper Chinese investment in the designated specialised industrial zone for China in Anwara of
Chattogram.

More transparency should be brought for the sake of future relations between the two
countries, he argued.

Addressing the discussion, Chinese ambassador Yao Wen said Bangladesh has recently
experienced a significant political change and is now at an important historical juncture. China,
as an integrated strategic cooperative partner of Bangladesh, firmly supports the interim
government in its efforts to reform the state, maintain law and order, promote economic
development and improve people’s lives.

Chairman of the Bangladesh Institute of Strategic and International Studies' board of governors
FM Gousal Azam Sarker presided over the event. Professor Yang Jiemian of Shanghai Institute
for International Studies and BIISS director general Major General Iftekhar Anis also spoke.

Source: https://en.prothomalo.com/bangladesh/6eqo507e3h



The Daily Star
October 15, 2024

Dhaka seeks to enhance economic, security cooperation with Beijing

Foreign Adviser M Touhid Hossain yesterday said Dhaka is keen on strengthening economic and
security cooperation with China and deepening collaboration in several critical areas, including
clean energy and infrastructure development.

"We need security cooperation from China," he said while speaking at a seminar at a city hotel
titled "Bangladesh-China Relations: A Future Outlook".

Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS) and the Centre for China
Studies (SIIS-DU) jointly organised the seminar, with Dhaka and Beijing set to celebrate the 50th
anniversary of their diplomatic relations next year.

Underlining the significance of defence cooperation with China, the foreign adviser noted that
China is a major supplier of security equipment to Bangladesh and a key partner in modernising
Bangladesh's military.

Dhaka looks forward to further strengthening the cooperation, especially in the military training
programmes, he said.

He also said that enhanced defence cooperation could play a role in increasing Bangladesh's
involvement in the United Nations peacekeeping operations, which remains a key priority for
the country.

Touhid welcomed further cooperation in infrastructure development and energy projects,
particularly in green energy, emphasising the completion of projects on time.

He emphasised technological cooperation, including in the ICT sector. The development of
Bangladesh's ICT sector with Chinese technological transfer could be one of the main drivers of
Bangladesh's economic growth in the coming years.

The foreign adviser said Dhaka looks forward to seeing a more proactive role from Beijing in the
safe repatriation of the Rohingyas to Myanmar with their rights, and security ensured.

"We appreciate China's cooperation, but unfortunately, the trilateral dialogue has not yet
succeeded in returning even one Rohingya (in the last seven years)," he said.

As Bangladesh and China approach the 50th anniversary of their diplomatic relations, the
foreign adviser expressed optimism about the future.

Bangladesh's political and economic trajectory will shape the direction of its relationship with
China, Touhid remarked.

He said the future of Bangladesh-China bilateral ties depends on various factors, including
regional and global political dynamics.

"We need meaningful cooperation from China, and new avenues of collaboration must be
explored by both sides," he said.

Chinese Ambassador to Bangladesh Yao Wen and Chair of the Committee on White Paper on
the State of Bangladesh's Economy Dr Debapriya Bhattacharya were present as special guests.



Director of the Academic Advisory Council, SIIS Professor Dr Yang Jiemian, and BISS Director
General Major General Iftekhar Anis also delivered speeches in the seminar presided over by
BISS Chairman Ambassador AFM Gousal Azam Sarker.

The Chinese ambassador said Bangladesh has recently experienced significant political
transformations and is now at a critical historical juncture.

"As a comprehensive strategic cooperative partner, China firmly supports the interim
government in its endeavours for state reforms, maintaining law and order, promoting
economic development, and improving the livelihoods of the people," he said.

Referring to his recent interactions with government officials, political parties, and various
sectors of society, the envoy said he witnessed firm commitment from Bangladeshi people to
China-Bangladesh friendship and their support for developing bilateral relations.

"They believe that our two countries are now facing significant historical opportunities for
deeper cooperation," he said.

The ambassador said China supports Bangladesh in becoming a partner country of the BRICS
mechanism and a dialogue partner of ASEAN.

"China is willing to contribute to the repatriation of the Rohingyas and work closely with
Bangladesh on international and regional affairs, strengthening coordination and cooperation
within the United Nations and other multilateral frameworks," he said.

Debapriya Bhattacharya urged Chinese companies to invest in Bangladesh's Chinese Economic
and Industrial Zone.

Such investments are essential for making the Karnaphuli Tunnel an economically viable catalyst
for enhanced economic cooperation between Bangladesh and China.

The seminar had three working sessions, with the first titled "The Impact of Bangladesh's
Changing Political Landscape on Regional Dynamics" was moderated by former Foreign
Secretary Ambassador Farooq Sobhan.

The second working session titled "Bangladesh's Political, Economic, and Social Reforms and the
Trends" was moderated by Zhang Jiuan, associate research fellow at the Academy of
Contemporary China and World Studies.

Dhaka University's international relations Professor Amena Mohsin moderated the third
working session titled "Strengthening China- Bangladesh Cooperation and Advancing the
Comprehensive Strategic Cooperative Partnership".

The speakers noted that Bangladesh-China cooperation has evolved in many ways and
economic ties are the cornerstone of the relationship.

They commended China's status as Bangladesh's largest trade partner and highlighted several
key initiatives undertaken by China to enhance Bangladesh's export capabilities.

Source: https://www.thedailystar.net/news/bangladesh/news/maj-gen-ziaul-ahsan-shown-
arrested-over-abduction-murder-plots-3728776



The Financial Express
October 16, 2024

BD, China see ‘historical scopes’ for deeper ties: Envoy

Chinese Ambassador to Bangladesh Yao Wen has said Bangladesh and China are now facing
'significant historical opportunities' for deeper cooperation between the two countries, reports
UNB.

"China stands ready to work with Bangladesh to seize the opportunities of the 50th anniversary
of diplomatic ties," he said while delivering a keynote speech at a seminar in the city on
Monday.

The Ambassador laid emphasis on promoting traditional friendship, consolidating political
mutual trust, deepening Belt and Road cooperation, and further advancing the comprehensive
strategic cooperative partnership to a new height.

The Chinese Embassy, in collaboration with Center for Chinese Studies(SI1I1S-DU) and Bangladesh
Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS) organised the seminar on 'Bangladesh-
China Relations: A Future Outlook'. Foreign Affairs Adviser Md Touhid Hossain spoke as the chief
guest.

Source: https://today.thefinancialexpress.com.bd/metro-news/bd-china-see-historical-scopes-
for-deeper-ties-envoy-1729016609#google_vignette



Dhaka Tribune
October 16, 2024

Bangladesh wants more comprehensive approach to Dhaka-Beijing

relations

It is likely that bilateral ties might be influenced by factors like Bangladesh's political stability
and the changing dynamics of regional and global politics, says Foreign Affairs Adviser Md
Touhid Hossain.

Foreign Affairs Adviser Md Touhid Hossain has said relations between Bangladesh and China
have set “an example of amicable coexistence and cooperative success,” calling for a “more
comprehensive approach” with the political changes in Dhaka.

“Both countries, from the very beginning, supported each other on matters of core interests
and worked together on the path to realizing their respective development. Hence, diplomatic
ties between Bangladesh and China have set an example of amicable coexistence and
cooperative success,” the adviser said on Monday while speaking at a seminar on "Bangladesh-
China Relations: A Future Outlook" at InterContinental Dhaka.

“Now, as Bangladesh has witnessed the most significant political change in its national history,
therefore, the future of Bangladesh-China relations in a post-revolution setting requires a more
comprehensive approach,” he added.

Chinese Ambassador to Bangladesh Yao Wen and experts from both sides spoke at the seminar
organized by the Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS) in
collaboration with the Centre for China Studies, DU.

The foreign adviser said it is likely that the post-revolution trajectory of Bangladesh and its
future relations with China might be influenced by various factors, including Bangladesh's
political stability as well as the changing dynamics of regional and global politics.

“Yet, although the future of bilateral ties between Bangladesh and China can be shaped by
several factors, the core elements of cooperation such as aspects of trade and investment,
infrastructure development, and technology sharing need to endure, since these aspects are
propelled by mutual interests in economic advancement and regional stability,” Touhid said.

“In the coming days, along with focusing on the core elements, both countries can also expedite
meaningful collaboration on several other emerging areas such as green energy, tourism,
satellite technology and climate change.

“Also, to devise a mutually beneficial future outlook of bilateral ties between the two countries,
new avenues of collaboration need to be explored by both sides,” he added.

He appreciated the organizers for the seminar saying it will help the government more to
understand how the future course of the bilateral relations between the two countries will
evolve in the midst of evolving internal, regional and global dynamics, how this bilateral
cooperation can contribute to reorienting Bangladesh's post-revolution economic trajectory,
and how this bilateral cooperation needs to advance in the context of post-revolution
Bangladesh's changing political landscape.

Source: https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/foreign-affairs/361815/bangladesh-wants-
more-comprehensive-approach-to



The Business Standard
October 14, 2024

Political stability, shifting global dynamics could shape future relations
with China: Foreign adviser

To devise a mutually beneficial future outlook of the bilateral ties, new avenues of collaboration
need to be explored by both sides, says Touhid Hossain

Seminar on the Eve of Commemorating Fifty Years of Bangladesh-China Relations
BANGLADESH-CHINA RELATIONS: AFUTURE OUTLOOK

14 Dctober 2004, Monday a1 0930 howr
Venue: Rupashi Bangla Grand Ballrooe, InterContinental Hotel, Dhaka

Bangladesh institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS)
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Foreign Affairs Adviser Md Touhid Hossain, Chinese Ambassador to Bangladesh Yao Wen and
other dignitaries at a seminar on "Bangladesh-China Relations: A Future Outlook” at the
InterContinental Dhaka in the capital on Monday, 14 October, 2024. Photo: Courtesy
Foreign Affairs Adviser Md Touhid Hossain on Monday said as Bangladesh has witnessed the
most significant political change in its national history, the future of Bangladesh-China
relations in a post-revolution setting requires a more comprehensive approach.
"It is likely that the post-revolution trajectory of Bangladesh and its future relations with China
might be influenced by various factors, including Bangladesh's political stability, and the
changing dynamics of regional and global politics," he said.
The adviser made the remarks while speaking at a seminar on "Bangladesh-China Relations: A
Future Outlook" at InterContinental Dhaka in the capital.
Chinese Ambassador to Bangladesh Yao Wen and experts from both sides spoke at the seminar.
Although the future of bilateral ties between Bangladesh and China can be shaped by several
factors, Touhid Hossain said the core elements of cooperation such as aspects of trade and
investment, infrastructure development and technology sharing need to endure, since these
aspects are propelled by mutual interests in economic advancement and regional stability.
In the coming days, he said, along with focusing on the core elements, both countries can also
expedite meaningful collaboration on several other emerging areas such as green energy,
tourism, satellite technology and climate change.
Also, to devise a mutually beneficial future outlook of the bilateral ties between the two
countries, new avenues of collaboration need to be explored by both sides, he said.
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"I believe the exchange of ideas will help us more to understand how the future course of the
bilateral relations between the two countries will evolve in the midst of evolving internal,
regional and global dynamics," the foreign affairs adviser said.

He also talked about how this bilateral cooperation can contribute to reorienting Bangladesh's
post-revolution economic trajectory, and how this bilateral cooperation needs to advance in the
context of the country's changing political landscape.

Over the past years, since the establishment of diplomatic ties, the adviser said, China and
Bangladesh have relentlessly valued each other as equals and pursued mutual benefits and
advantageous outcomes.

Both countries, from the very beginning, supported each other on the matters of core interests,
and worked together on the path to realizing their respective development, he said.

Hence, the adviser said, the diplomatic ties between Bangladesh and China set an example of
amicable coexistence and cooperative success.

Source: https://www.tbsnews.net/bangladesh/political-stability-shifting-global-dynamics-could-
shape-future-relations-china-foreign



The Business Post
October 14, 2024

Political stability could shape future relations with China: Touhid

On Monday, Foreign Affairs Adviser Md Touhid Hossain said that as Bangladesh has witnessed
the most significant political change in its national history, the future of Bangladesh-China
relations in a post-revolution setting requires a more comprehensive approach.

"Likely, the post-revolution trajectory of Bangladesh and its future relations with China might be
influenced by various factors, including Bangladesh's political stability, and the changing
dynamics of regional and global politics," he said.

The adviser made the remarks while speaking at a "Bangladesh-China Relations: A Future
Outlook" seminar at InterContinental Hotel in Dhaka.

Chinese Ambassador to Bangladesh Yao Wen and experts from both sides spoke at the seminar.
Although several factors can shape the future of bilateral ties between Bangladesh and China,
Adviser Hossain said, the core elements of cooperation such as aspects of trade and investment,
infrastructure development, and technology sharing need to endure, since mutual interests in
economic advancement and regional stability propel these aspects.

In the coming days, he said, along with focusing on the core elements, both countries can also
expedite meaningful collaboration on several other emerging areas such as green energy,
tourism, satellite technology and climate change.

Also, to devise a mutually beneficial future outlook of the bilateral ties between the two
countries, new avenues of collaboration need to be explored by both sides, he said.

"I believe the exchange of ideas will help us more to understand how the future course of the
bilateral relations between the two countries will evolve while evolving internal, regional and
global dynamics," Hossain said.

He also talked about how this bilateral cooperation can contribute to reorienting Bangladesh's
post-revolution economic trajectory, and how this bilateral cooperation needs to advance in the
context of the country’s changing political landscape.

Over the past years, since the establishment of diplomatic ties, the adviser said, China and
Bangladesh have relentlessly valued each other as equals and pursued mutual benefits and
advantageous outcomes.

Both countries, from the very beginning, supported each other on matters of core interests, and
worked together on the path to realising their respective development, he said.

Hence, the Foreign Affairs Adviser said, the diplomatic ties between Bangladesh and China set
an example of amicable coexistence and cooperative success.

Source: https://businesspostbd.com/diplomacy/political-stability-could-shape-future-relations-
with-china-touhid#tgoogle vignette

10



The Daily Sun
October 14, 2024

Bangladesh wants enhanced economic, security ties with China:

Touhid
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Foreign Adviser Md Touhid Hossain today said Dhaka is keen to strengthen both its economic
and security ties with China along with deepening collaboration in several critical areas
including clean energy and infrastructure development.

"We need security cooperation from China," he said while speaking at a seminar titled
"Bangladesh-China Relations: A Future Outlook' at a city hotel.

Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS) and the Centre for China
Studies (SIIS-DU) jointly organised the seminar while Dhaka and Beijing are looking forward to
celebrating 50 years anniversary of the diplomatic relations between the two countries.
Underlining the significance of defence cooperation with China, the foreign adviser described it
as vital for Bangladesh's military modernization efforts.

Noting that China is a major supplier of security equipment to Bangladesh, he said China is an
important partner in the modernization of Bangladesh's military while Dhaka looks forward to
further cooperation particularly in the military training programmes.

He also said that the enhanced defence cooperation could play role in increasing Bangladesh's
involvement in the United Nations peacekeeping operations, which remains a key priority for
the country.

The adviser pointed to infrastructure development as another area of potential collaboration
with China, stressing the need for sustainable projects.

"We welcome further cooperation in infrastructure development and energy projects,
particularly in green energy," he said emphasising completing projects on time.

He also touched upon technological cooperation, particularly in the ICT sector, noting that
China's visibility in this field could drive future economic growth in Bangladesh.
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The development of Bangladesh's ICT sector, with Chinese technological transfer could be one
of the main drivers of the country's economic growth in the coming years.

The foreign adviser highlighted China's role in the ongoing efforts to resolve the Rohingya crisis,
stressing that the only viable solution involves the safe repatriation of the Rohingyas to their
land of origin in Myanmar.

"We appreciate China's cooperation, but unfortunately, the trilateral dialogue has not yet
succeeded in returning even one Rohingya (in the last seven years)," he said.

Touhid said Dhaka looks forward to seeing a more proactive role from China in the repatriation
process, ensuring that Rohingyas are able to return to Myanmar with their rights, and security.
As Bangladesh and China approach the 50th anniversary of their diplomatic relations, the
foreign adviser expressed optimism about the future, noting that Bangladesh's trajectory, both
politically and economically, will shape the direction of its relationship with China.

He said the future of Bangladesh-China bilateral ties depends on various factors, including
regional and global political dynamics.

"We need meaningful cooperation from China, and new avenues of collaboration must be
explored by both sides," he said.

Chinese Ambassador to Bangladesh Yao Wen and Chair, Committee on White Paper on the State
of Bangladesh's Economy Dr. Debapriya Bhattacharya were present as special guests.

Director of the Academic Advisory Council, SIIS Professor Dr. Yang Jiemian made a special
remark at the inaugural session.

BISS Chairman Ambassador AFM Gousal Azam Sarker presided over the inaugural session while
Director General Major General Iftekhar Anis gave the welcome speech.

In his remark, the Chinese ambassador said Bangladesh has recently experienced significant
political transformations and is now at a critical historical juncture.

"As a comprehensive strategic cooperative partner, China firmly supports the interim
government in its endeavours for state reforms, maintaining law and order, promoting
economic development, and improving the livelihoods of the people," he said.

Referring to his recent interactions with Bangladesh's interim government, political parties, and
various sectors of society, the envoy said he witnessed firm commitment from Bangladeshi
people to China-Bangladesh friendship and their support for developing bilateral relations.
"They believe that our two countries are now facing significant historical opportunities for
deeper cooperation," he said.

The ambassador said China supports Bangladesh in becoming a partner country of the BRICS
mechanism and a dialogue partner with ASEAN.

"China is willing to contribute to the repatriation of the Rohingyas and work closely with
Bangladesh on international and regional affairs, strengthening coordination and cooperation
within the United Nations and other multilateral frameworks," he said.

In his remarks, Dr. Debapriya Bhattacharya urged Chinese companies to invest in the Chinese
Economic and Industrial Zone (CEIZ) in Bangladesh.

12



He emphasized that such investments are essential for making the Karnaphuli Tunnel
economically viable and its role as a catalyst for enhanced economic cooperation between
Bangladesh and China.

There were three working sessions in seminar.

The first working session titled "The Impact of Bangladesh's Changing Political Landscape on
Regional Dynamics" was moderated by former Foreign Secretary Ambassador Farooq Sobhan.
The second working session titled "Bangladesh's Political, Economic, and Social Reforms and the
Trends" was moderated by Associate Research Fellow, Academy of Contemporary China and
World Studies Dr. Zhang Jiuan.

Dhaka University's International Relations Professor Amena Mohsin moderated the third
working session titled "Strengthening China- Bangladesh Cooperation and Advancing the
Comprehensive Strategic Cooperative Partnership."

In different sessions the speakers noted that the cooperation between Bangladesh and China
has evolved in many ways and economic relations is the cornerstone of the relationship.
Speakers commended China's status as Bangladesh's largest trading partner and highlighted

several key initiatives undertaken by China to enhance Bangladesh's export capabilities.

Source: https://www.daily-sun.com/post/772063
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Bangladesh Post
October 14, 2024

Dhaka seeks Beijing’s active role in solving Rohingya crisis

Bangladesh has sought China’s more active role in resolving the Rohingya crisis as Dhaka thinks
China has a significant influence on Myanmar.

“China has a lot of influence on Myanmar. Let’s accept this reality. We would look forward to a
more active Chinese role ensuring that we can send them back,” said Foreign Affairs Adviser Md
Touhid Hossain.

Describing the Rohingya crisis as an important issue for Bangladesh, he said their repatriation to
Myanmar is the only solution.

Bangladesh can return to inclusive growth path with urgent reforms: WB

“We know there is only one solution — they (Rohingyas) have to go back to their homes —
Myanmar,” said the Foreign Adviser while speaking at a seminar in Dhaka on Monday.

Seeking international community’s support for the repatriation of the Rohingyas, Hossain said
there are other solutions often suggested but none of those solutions are viable.

He said the Rohingya crisis should not be repeated and their return should be ensured with
their rights and security.

Hossain stressed Bangladesh and China always treat each other with equity and render each
other support, setting a good example of friendly coexistence and win-win cooperation.

The Chinese Embassy, in collaboration with Center for Chinese Studies(SI1I1S-DU) and Bangladesh
Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS) organized the seminar on “Bangladesh-
China Relations: A Future Outlook.”

Ambassador of China to Bangladesh Yao Wen attended the seminar as a special guest and
delivered a keynote speech.

Director of the Academic Advisory Council, SIIS Prof Dr Yang Jiemian, Chair of the Committee on
White Paper on the State of Bangladesh's Economy Dr Debapriya Bhattacharya, Director
General, BIISS Major General Iftekhar Anis were present.

Highlighting the importance of a quick and international solution to the Rohingya crisis through
joint efforts, Chief Adviser Prof Muhammad Yunus recently said the solution to the problem is in
the hands of the international community, not Bangladesh alone.

EU announces new humanitarian aid package for Bangladesh, others

“We will keep on raising the issue. Malaysia will be supporting us in raising that. We can’t wait
indefinitely. This is something we have to resolve as soon as possible,” he said while responding
to a question from UNB during a joint press appearance with Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar
Ibrahim at a hotel in Dhaka.

“We need to find a solution to that problem. And we work together through Asean, through the
Malaysian government and through the broader international community,” he said.

Malaysia is going to be the next chair of ASEAN from January 2025.
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Seven years ago, on August 25, 2017, some 700,000 Rohingya men, women and children were
forced to flee Myanmar and seek protection in Bangladesh.

Bangladesh is now hosting over 1.2 million Rohingyas in Cox’s Bazar and Bhasan Char.

In 2024, humanitarian agencies appealed for $852 million to assist 1.35 million people,
including Rohingya refugees and Bangladeshis in surrounding communities. This appeal remains
inadequately funded, according to UNHCR.

Dhaka hopes COP29 will deliver concrete progress on materialising financing commitments

Source: https://bangladeshpost.net/posts/dhaka-seeks-beijing-s-active-role-in-solving-rohingya-
crisis-147654
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Xinhua
October 16, 2024

Seminar held to discuss Bangladesh, China relations

DHAKA, Oct. 16 (Xinhua) -- The seminar on "Bangladesh-China Relations: A Future Outlook" was
held on Monday by the Chinese Embassy, in collaboration with the Center for Chinese Studies
and Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies.

Chinese Ambassador to Bangladesh Yao Wen, Advisor for Foreign Affairs of Interim Government
Md. Touhid Hossain, Director of the Academic Advisory Council in Shanghai Institutes for
International Studies Yang Jiemian, along with 200 other guests, attended the event.

In his keynote address, Yao stated that China and Bangladesh are now facing significant
historical opportunities for deeper cooperation. China stands ready to work with Bangladesh to
seize the opportunities of the 50th anniversary of diplomatic ties, promote traditional
friendship, consolidate political mutual trust, deepen Belt and Road cooperation, and further
advance the comprehensive strategic cooperative partnership to a new height.

Yang said that both countries are at the key juncture of national development. The two
countries should enhance experience sharing on governance, enhance synergy of respective
strengths, support each other's core interests, and jointly tackle challenges.

Touhid stressed at the opening ceremony that Bangladesh and China always treat each other
with equity and render each other support, setting a good example of friendly coexistence and
win-win cooperation.

He said that Bangladesh is looking forward to strengthening all-around engagement with China,
deepening cooperation in trade, investment, green energy, infrastructure development,
technology sharing, tourism, etc. Bangladesh will make the "Bangladesh-China Year of People-
to-People Exchanges" a great success with China.

Source: https://english.news.cn/20241016/f6ebdf80f4d645b68d2d454d500d6458/c.html
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Bangladesh wants enhanced economic, security ties with China:
Touhid
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DHAKA, Oct 14, 2024 (BSS) - Foreign Adviser Md Touhid Hossain today said Dhaka is keen to
strengthen both its economic and security ties with China along with deepening collaboration in
several critical areas including clean energy and infrastructure development.

"We need security cooperation from China," he said while speaking at a seminar titled
"Bangladesh-China Relations: A Future Outlook' at a city hotel.

Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS) and the Centre for China
Studies (SIIS-DU) jointly organised the seminar while Dhaka and Beijing are looking forward to
celebrating 50 years anniversary of the diplomatic relations between the two countries.
Underlining the significance of defence cooperation with China, the foreign adviser described it
as vital for Bangladesh's military modernization efforts.

Noting that China is a major supplier of security equipment to Bangladesh, he said China is an
important partner in the modernization of Bangladesh's military while Dhaka looks forward to
further cooperation particularly in the military training programmes.

He also said that the enhanced defence cooperation could play role in increasing Bangladesh's
involvement in the United Nations peacekeeping operations, which remains a key priority for
the country.

The adviser pointed to infrastructure development as another area of potential collaboration
with China, stressing the need for sustainable projects.
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"We welcome further cooperation in infrastructure development and energy projects,
particularly in green energy," he said emphasising completing projects on time.

He also touched upon technological cooperation, particularly in the ICT sector, noting that
China's visibility in this field could drive future economic growth in Bangladesh.

The development of Bangladesh's ICT sector, with Chinese technological transfer could be one
of the main drivers of the country's economic growth in the coming years.

The foreign adviser highlighted China's role in the ongoing efforts to resolve the Rohingya crisis,
stressing that the only viable solution involves the safe repatriation of the Rohingyas to their
land of origin in Myanmar.

"We appreciate China's cooperation, but unfortunately, the trilateral dialogue has not yet
succeeded in returning even one Rohingya (in the last seven years)," he said.

Touhid said Dhaka looks forward to seeing a more proactive role from China in the repatriation
process, ensuring that Rohingyas are able to return to Myanmar with their rights, and security.
As Bangladesh and China approach the 50th anniversary of their diplomatic relations, the
foreign adviser expressed optimism about the future, noting that Bangladesh's trajectory, both
politically and economically, will shape the direction of its relationship with China.

He said the future of Bangladesh-China bilateral ties depends on various factors, including
regional and global political dynamics.

"We need meaningful cooperation from China, and new avenues of collaboration must be
explored by both sides," he said.

Chinese Ambassador to Bangladesh Yao Wen and Chair, Committee on White Paper on the State
of Bangladesh's Economy Dr. Debapriya Bhattacharya were present as special guests.

Director of the Academic Advisory Council, SIIS Professor Dr. Yang Jiemian made a special
remark at the inaugural session.

BISS Chairman Ambassador AFM Gousal Azam Sarker presided over the inaugural session while
Director General Major General Iftekhar Anis gave the welcome speech.

In his remark, the Chinese ambassador said Bangladesh has recently experienced significant
political transformations and is now at a critical historical juncture.

"As a comprehensive strategic cooperative partner, China firmly supports the interim
government in its endeavours for state reforms, maintaining law and order, promoting
economic development, and improving the livelihoods of the people," he said.

Referring to his recent interactions with Bangladesh's interim government, political parties, and
various sectors of society, the envoy said he witnessed firm commitment from Bangladeshi
people to China-Bangladesh friendship and their support for developing bilateral relations.

"They believe that our two countries are now facing significant historical opportunities for
deeper cooperation," he said.

The ambassador said China supports Bangladesh in becoming a partner country of the BRICS
mechanism and a dialogue partner with ASEAN.

"China is willing to contribute to the repatriation of the Rohingyas and work closely with
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Bangladesh on international and regional affairs, strengthening coordination and cooperation
within the United Nations and other multilateral frameworks," he said.

In his remarks, Dr. Debapriya Bhattacharya urged Chinese companies to invest in the Chinese
Economic and Industrial Zone (CEIZ) in Bangladesh.

He emphasized that such investments are essential for making the Karnaphuli Tunnel
economically viable and its role as a catalyst for enhanced economic cooperation between
Bangladesh and China.

There were three working sessions in seminar.

The first working session titled "The Impact of Bangladesh's Changing Political Landscape on
Regional Dynamics" was moderated by former Foreign Secretary Ambassador Farooq Sobhan.
The second working session titled "Bangladesh's Political, Economic, and Social Reforms and the
Trends" was moderated by Associate Research Fellow, Academy of Contemporary China and
World Studies Dr. Zhang Jiuan.

Dhaka University's International Relations Professor Amena Mohsin moderated the third
working session titled "Strengthening China- Bangladesh Cooperation and Advancing the
Comprehensive Strategic Cooperative Partnership."

In different sessions the speakers noted that the cooperation between Bangladesh and China
has evolved in many ways and economic relations is the cornerstone of the relationship.
Speakers commended China's status as Bangladesh's largest trading partner and highlighted

several key initiatives undertaken by China to enhance Bangladesh's export capabilities.

Source: https://www.bssnews.net/news/216104

19



UNB
October 14, 2024

Bangladesh's political stability and shifting global dynamics could shape future relations with
China: Foreign Adviser

UNB News

Foreign Affairs Adviser Md Touhid Hossain on Monday said as Bangladesh has witnessed the
most significant political change in its national history, the future of Bangladesh-China relations
in a post-revolution setting requires a more comprehensive approach.

"It is likely that the post-revolution trajectory of Bangladesh and its future relations with China
might be influenced by various factors, including Bangladesh's political stability, and the
changing dynamics of regional and global politics," he said.

The adviser made the remarks while speaking at a seminar on "Bangladesh-China Relations: A
Future Outlook" at InterContinental Hotel in Dhaka.

Chinese Ambassador to Bangladesh Yao Wen and experts from both sides spoke at the seminar.
Although the future of bilateral ties between Bangladesh and China can be shaped by several
factors, Adviser Hossain said, the core elements of cooperation such as aspects of trade and
investment, infrastructure development, and technology sharing need to endure, since these
aspects are propelled by mutual interests in economic advancement and regional stability.

In the coming days, he said, along with focusing on the core elements, both countries can also
expedite meaningful collaboration on several other emerging areas such as green energy,
tourism, satellite technology and climate change.

Also, to devise a mutually beneficial future outlook of the bilateral ties between the two
countries, new avenues of collaboration need to be explored by both sides, he said.

"I believe the exchange of ideas will help us more to understand how the future course of the
bilateral relations between the two countries will evolve in the midst of evolving internal,
regional and global dynamics," Hossain said.

He also talked about how this bilateral cooperation can contribute in reorienting Bangladesh's
post-revolution economic trajectory, and how this bilateral cooperation needs to advance in the
context of the country’s changing political landscape.

Over the past years, since the establishment of diplomatic ties, the adviser said, China and
Bangladesh have relentlessly valued each other as equals, pursued mutual benefits and
advantageous outcomes.

Both countries, from the very beginning, supported each other on the matters of core interests,
and worked together on the path to realizing their respective development, he said.

Hence, the Foreign Affairs Adviser said, the diplomatic ties between Bangladesh and China set
an example of amicable coexistence and cooperative success.
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Hossain said Bangladesh is keen to strengthen both its economic and security ties with China
along with deepening collaboration in several critical areas including clean energy and
infrastructure development.

Bangladesh Institute of International and Strategic Studies (BIISS) and the Centre for China
Studies (SIIS-DU) jointly organised the seminar.

The two countries are looking forward to celebrating the 50 years anniversary of the
establishment of diplomatic relations.

China is an important partner in the modernization of Bangladesh’s military while Bangladesh
looks forward to further cooperation particularly in the military training programmes.

Hossain said enhanced defence cooperation could play in increasing Bangladesh's involvement
in United Nations peacekeeping operations, which remains a key priority for the country.

The adviser pointed to infrastructure development as another area of potential collaboration
with China, stressing the need for sustainable projects.

"We welcome further cooperation in infrastructure development and energy projects,
particularly in green energy,” he said, emphasizing on completing projects on time.

The Foreign Adviser highlighted China's role in the ongoing efforts to resolve the Rohingya crisis,
stressing that the only viable solution involves the safe repatriation of the Rohingyas to their
land of origin in Myanmar.

"We appreciate China's cooperation, but unfortunately, the trilateral dialogue has not yet
succeeded in returning even one Rohingya (in the last seven years)," he said.

Chair of the Committee on White Paper on the State of Bangladesh's Economy, Dr. Debapriya
Bhattacharya, was present as special guest at the event.

Director of the Academic Advisory Council, SIIS Professor Dr. Yang Jiemian made a special
remark at the inaugural session.

BISS chairman Ambassador AFM Gousal Azam Sarker presided over the inaugural session while
director general Major General Iftekhar Anis gave the welcome speech.

In his remark, the Chinese Ambassador said Bangladesh has recently experienced significant
political transformations and is now at a critical historical juncture.

“As a comprehensive strategic cooperative partner, China firmly supports the interim
government in its endeavours to state reforms, maintaining law and order, promoting economic
development, and improving the livelihoods of the people,” he said.

Referring to his recent interactions with Bangladesh's interim government, political parties, and
various sectors of society, the envoy said he witnessed firm commitment from Bangladeshi
people to China-Bangladesh friendship and their support for developing bilateral relations.
“They believe that our two countries are now facing significant historical opportunities for
deeper cooperation,” he said.

The Ambassador said China supports Bangladesh in becoming a partner country of the BRICS
mechanism and a dialogue partner with ASEAN.

“China is willing to contribute to the repatriation of the Rohingyas and work closely with
Bangladesh on international and regional affairs, strengthening coordination and cooperation
within the United Nations and other multilateral frameworks,” he said.
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Dr. Debapriya Bhattacharya urged Chinese companies to invest in the Chinese Economic and
Industrial Zone (CEIZ) in Bangladesh. He emphasized that such investments are essential to
making the Karnaphuli Tunnel economically viable and its role as a catalyst for enhanced
economic cooperation between Bangladesh and China.

There were three working sessions in the seminar.

The first working session titled "The Impact of Bangladesh's Changing Political Landscape on
Regional Dynamics" was moderated by former Foreign Secretary Ambassador Farooq Sobhan.
The second working session titled "Bangladesh's Political, Economic, and Social Reforms and the
Trends" was moderated by Associate Research Fellow, Academy of Contemporary China and
World Studies Dr. Zhang Jiuan.

Dhaka University’s International Relations Professor Amena Mohsin moderated the third
working session titled "Strengthening China- Bangladesh Cooperation and Advancing the
Comprehensive Strategic Cooperative Partnership."

Source: https://unb.com.bd/category/Bangladesh/bangladeshs-political-stability-and-shifting-
global-dynamics-could-shape-future-relations-with-china-foreign-adviser/144788
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